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CHAI RVAN AQUI NO. Thi s senate
redistricting conmttee is called to order.
WIlIl the Cerk please take the roll.

THE CLERK: Senat or Pl ummer.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  |'m here.

THE CLERK: Senat or McConchi e.

SENATOR MCCONCHI E:  Her e.

THE CLERK: Senator Md ure.

SENATOR MCCLURE: Present.

THE CLERK: Jason Bari ckman

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Present.

THE CLERK: Senat or Mur phy.

SENATOR MURPHY: Here.

THE CLERK: Senat or Jones.

Page 4

SENATOR JONES: (No audi bl e response.)

THE CLERK: Senator Hunter.
SENATOR HUNTER:  Here.

THE CLERK: Senat or Cunni ngham
SENATOR CUNNI NGHAM  Her e.

THE CLERK: Senat or Castro.
SENATOR CASTRO  Here.

THE CLERK: Senat or Bennett.
SENATOR BENNETT: (No audi bl e

response.)

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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THE CLERK: Vice-Chair Sins.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Present.

THE CLERK: Chair Aqui no.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO  Present.

So there's a quorum present. The
following entities are seeking | eave to
phot ograph and vi deo the proceedi ngs
Bl ueRoontst ream and (i naudi bl e) .

Is there | eave?

Leave bei ng granted.

Senator Sins for a notion.

SENATOR SI Ms:  Thank you,

M. Chairman. | nove that this hearing be
transcribed by the court reporter so that the
comrmittee can have a full transcript of the
heari ng.

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Senator Sins noves
to allow court reporter to transcribe the
heari ng.

Is there | eave?

Leave bei ng granted.

The court reporter wll be
allowed to transcri be the hearing.

| now turn to Chair Hernandez to

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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call the House Districting Commttee to order.

CHAIl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ:  Thank you,
Chai r Aqui no.

So calling the House
Redi stricting Committee to order and asking the
Clerk to call the roll.

But before you do, | do have a
| etter from Leader Durkin replacing Per manent
Menber Severin with Tenporary Menber Demrer.

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO. Thank you.
THE CLERK: Her nandez.

CHAIl RAOVAN HERNANDEZ:  Her e.
THE CLERK: Tarver.

VI CE- CHAI R TARVER:  Present.
THE CLERK: Butl er.
REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER  Here.
THE CLERK: Bour ne.
REPRESENTATI VE BOURNE: Here.
THE CLERK: Burke.
REPRESENTATI VE BURKE: Her e.
THE CLERK: Gor don- Boot h.
REPRESENTATI VE GORDON- BOOTH:  Present.
THE CLERK:  Hof f man.
REPRESENTATI VE HOFFMAN:  ( No

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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response.)

THE CLERK: Mah.

REPRESENTATI VE MAH.  Here.

THE CLERK: Denmer.

REPRESENTATI VE DEMMVER:  Her e.

THE CLERK:  Spai n.

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN.  Here.

THE CLERK: Ckay. | have nine
representatives answering the roll call

CHAIl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ:  Thank you. So
Chair -- Chair Aquino, would you allow ne to
open up with the statenent -- with a statenent?
And then we can follow with yours and the
M nority Spokesperson's remarks?

CHAI RMAN AQUI NG Yes, thank you.

CHAIl RAMOVAN HERNANDEZ: So | want to
begi n by sayi ng good afternoon to everyone and
t hank you to everyone who is taking tine to
participate in today's hearing.

As you know, the House and Senate

Redi stricting Comm ttees undertook an extensive
series of public hearings, holding approxi mately
50 earlier this year in April and May to gat her

i nput on redistricting in Illinois.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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Based on the input fromthe

public and the best popul ation data avail abl e at
the time, the General Assenbly in May passed a

| egislative redistricting plan that was signed
into aw by the Governor as Public Act 102-0010
on June 4, to conply with the Illinois
Constitution's June 30 deadli ne.

At the time, | stated that when
t he 2020 census data was released in the fall
t he House Denocrats will reviewit to determ ne
i f changes shoul d be nade.

On August 12, 2021, approximtely
five nonths later, the nornal, the United States
Census Bureau rel eased the 2020 census
popul ation data to Illinois as well as the other
st at es.

Now t hat we have the census dat a,
we are fulfilling our commtnent to reviewthe
data, seek additional input fromthe public, and
anend the redistricting plan to incorporate the
| at est census data as needed.

As in the spring the House
Denocrats remain comritted to providing the

public with various ways to nmake their voices

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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heard to ensure a fair map that reflects the

broad racial and geographic diversity of
I11inois.

The House Redistricting Commttee
wi Il again offer virtual and hybrid hearings to
gi ve everyone the opportunity to participate
fromthe confort of their own hones during this
pandem ¢ while COVID cases surge again.

Qur staff reached out to those
I ndi vi dual s and groups who submitted testinony
in the spring to provide notice of these
hearings and invite themagain to provide their
t hought s and recommendati ons.

I n addition, the mapnmaki ng port al
has been updated with the census data; and
agai n, nmade avail able for the public to submt
proposed maps and communities of interest for
consi der ati on.

In addition to the public, Chair
Aguino and | sent letters to the Republicans and
invited themto testify, provide recommended
changes, and submt proposed nmaps to the
comm ttees.

We | ook forward to gathering

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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f eedback as we consi der changes to the

| egislative plan. W invite people to continue
submtting witten testinony by email, emailing
the house redistricting commttee at
redistrictingconmttee@ds.ilga.gov. That's
again, redistrictingconmttee@ds.il ga.gov.

The public is also invited to use
t he mapmaki ng portal that can be found on the
House Denocrats' redistricting websites at
I[1linois -- I"msorry, it's il housedens. com -
forward slash redistricting - forward sl ash
(i1l housedens. com redi stricting/).

| want to thank everyone, once
again, for your tinme and for your attention to
this inportant process.

Il wll turn it over to Chair
Aqui no, and then on Mnority Spokespersons
Butl er and Barickman -- | believe they are here,
if they wish to nake sone opening remarks. And
t hen once we do that, we will followwth a
staff presentation and begin with the w tnesses.

Chai r Aqui no?

CHAI RMVAN AQUI NG Thank you, Chair

Her nandez.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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First, let nme start by thanking

all the community groups that hel ped pull off
t he census during the pandenmic w th nunerous
variants presented by the previous presidenti al
adm ni stration's work. Many of those groups
spent tinme before these redistricting conmttee
nmeetings in March, April, and May as we
endeavored to neet our constitutional deadline
to pass a map by June 30.

As you noted, the maps passed in
May were drafted wth the best infornmation we
had at the tinme, including input gathered at
public hearings just Iike the one we are having
t oday.

Qur conmmitnent to the people of
II'linois remains the same now as it was then.
Qur goal is to enact a fair map that reflects
the diversity of this great state.

| ook forward to once engagi ng
wi th conmunity groups, the nei ghborhood
organi zati ons, and individuals about what the
| ong-del ayed results fromthe U S. Census wl|l
mean for Illinois.

In addition to today's heari ng,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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the Senate woul d hol d several nore regiona

hearings in the com ng days, including those
schedul ed to take place in Joliet, Peoria, and
Car bondal e.
In addition, we wll |ikely have
a hearing in Springfield on Monday or Tuesday
| eading up to the Tuesday speci al session.
These hearings will take place in a hybrid,
i n-person, and online nodel allow ng anyone to
safely participate during the ongoi ng pandem c.
W once agai n encourage anyone
who is interested in drafting a map for
consideration, to do so, this includes our
friends on the Republican side of the aisle.
Proposed maps can subm tted
t hrough our website,
wwv. i | senateredistricting.com [|'ll repeat
that, www. il senateredistricting.com where we
have al so upl oaded the new census information
for review by the public.
As we have said all along, it is
i mportant that all voices are heard to ensure
that every person in Illinois receives fair and

equal representation.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

08/ 26/ 2021

Page 13
Thank you, and | | ook forward to
hearing fromall w tnesses today.
Madam Chair, |I'll pass it over

and ask if Mnority Spokesperson Butler has any
opening remarks, and then we'll nove to Mnority
Spokesperson Jason Barickman (audi o distortion).

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Thank you,
Madam Chai r Her nandez.

And first of all, let ne say
thank you to all the advocacy groups that have
come forward over these last few nonths with
t heir thoughts and concerns and their views; and
very honestly, your frustrations over the
process up to this point; what we tal ked about
in the spring, with the use of the data that we
used in the spring canme to fruition, when the
decenni al census data cane out on August 12.

Per haps disparity between
districts, house districts that have three tines
the legal limt that's allowed that cane to
fruition, exactly what we tal ked about, and
honestly, what the advocacy groups tal ked about
this spring. The process has been flawed; the

process has been overtly political, and it's a

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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shane.

We first gathered in this very
roomto start the process on April Fools' Day,
April 1, which is fitting with this whole
process.

We gather today, on Illinois
Constitution Day, our first constitution was
passed 203 years ago today. W have a process
that is admttedly violating the constitution.
The maps that were enacted under HB2777 are not
effective -- that's why we're here today, they
are not effective. That's what's called for in
the constitution, which neans this is no | onger
at the hands of the Illinois General Assenbly,
it should be in the hands of the bipartisan
conm ssion that is spelled out in our
constitution, our 1970 constitution. But we
continue -- the nmgjority continues down this
path in an overtly partisan manner to try to
enact partisan maps for their political gain.

And i f you would just indulge ne
for a second, Madam Chair -- Madam Her nandez, |
just have a couple of questions | wanted to ask

as we nove into this process, and that is -- ny

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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first question is, have the new maps that you
are planning to unveil, have they been drawn
yet?

CHAIl RWOVAN HERNANDEZ: At t he nonent
all 1 knowis that they are being revi ewed.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: So there are
maps?

CHAl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ: Well, it's the
sane maps that are on the Google, as you have
seen them Those maps are being reviewed. And
nost inportantly right now, it's about getting
t he feedback, listening to the public, getting
t he recommendati ons for any necessary
adj ust nent s, obvi ously.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: So we're
awai ting input fromthe public over these
heari ngs over these four days going into the
weekend, including hearings at 10:00 a.m on a
Sunday norning in Aurora, which continues the
neeting that we had in the spring.

So | was here yesterday in this
very roomfor a hearing, and the gate was down
to this -- to this room so | walked into the

adj acent room which is the House of

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Representative's room just behind this hearing

room And what | w tnessed yesterday was nany,
many House Denobcratic nmenbers in that room

| ooking at their maps, literally sitting in
front of | aptops |ooking at their maps.

So to think that this process
isn'"t -- if thisisn't an exercise in futility,
unfortunately, for all you advocacy groups, and
for those of us in the mnority party, |
literally witnessed with my own eyes a nenber of
the General Assenbly |ooking at their nap,
talking to staff about whether it was square
enough or not, which is what | overheard.
There's many nenbers of the ngjority in that
room | ooki ng at the maps.

Now, | would ask you, the people
who are going to testify today, have you been
invited into those neetings so far to | ook at
the maps? Are you having solid i nput on what
t hese maps are going to be; no. They're being
drawn by the majority, as we saw in the spring,
with partisan intent.

So | think the majority needs to

be honest and just forget the charade that we've

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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gone through here all spring | ong, and now
with -- whatever, seven hearings over four days,
and then another hearing, | assune, in

Springfield as Chair Aquino said. This is a
farce.

The current maps that were passed
in the spring, HB2777, was not effective. They
shoul d be before the Comm ssion. And | would
encourage all the advocacy groups to hold the
majority's feet to the fire.

First of all, what's the rush?
Wiy do you need to pass the map by August 317
You put the election out until June. As far as
| know, congressional maps are nowhere to be
found. This hearing wasn't about congressi onal
maps, | believe. So | would encourage the
majority to listen to the advocacy groups who
said tine and time and tinme again, give us at
| east two weeks to review the nmaps; two weeks
after you put out a map to review it, and don't
sit inthis room in 600, in the Bilandic
Buil ding, or the secret map roomin the Stratton
Bui | di ng, and draw your maps at the behest of

the politicians. W've given you options, many

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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options, over the |last several nonths to take

the map drawi ng out of politicians' hands.
That's what needs to be done. And
unfortunately, we're going down the sane
process, and it's going to -- there's no -- |
fear another flawed nmap that's going to pass on
August 31 only for partisan political gain from
the majority.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO  Thank you.
(I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Thank you,
Chai r man.

To ny coll eagues on the

Commttee, and to nenbers of the public, first
of all, I think there's a very real and
concerning lack of trust that exists as a result
of this nonth-1ong process that is inportant to
consider in the context of these hearings. A
nunber of us on the Republican side of the aisle
enbraced very early on the notion that any |ack
of due process should be done through an
i ndependent process; in fact, by joining with
statenments by the governor or by proposed

| egislation to anend the constitution that was

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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put forward by sone of our denocratic coll eagues

to create an i ndependent body that woul d draw
t hese maps.

Those denocratic nenbers publicly
supported that proposal historically, the
governor was supportive of that proposal
hi storically, but when this process enbarked --
or commenced this year, the governor and those
Denocrats who previously had spoken in favor of
an i ndependent comm ssion planted that idea,
apparently, for partisan gain.

The governor, as a candi date, put
forward a very prom nent position that he would
veto any maps that were drawn by politicians.
He stated that as a candidate. But when this
process commenced in the spring, the governor,
in fact, abandoned that prom se he made to
voters and signed the proposal put forth on a
parti san basis to the General Assenbly.

The lack of trust that exists
cones fromthose nenbers and the governor who
not only abandoned the pl edge for independence
and a pl edge the governor pledged to veto. But

we heard statenents nmade over the spring that

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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said, prom sed nenbers on this commttee, forner

Denocrati c nmenbers, the governor prom sing that
they would only support a fair map. But many of
us question what exactly the threshold may be
for a determnation of what is, in fact, fair.

But | think we know now the
result of ongoing federal litigation that the
map that was put forward on a partisan basis is
wholly unfair. In fact, it's unconstitutional.
And you can clearly see the reaction that
Denocrats have to the fact that they are going
to |l ose a federal |awsuit because of the
unconstitutional map that they put forth.

Now, whatever your version of
fair is in the unconstitutional map, that the
roots, the votes of IIlinoisans, and of nany
mnority interest groups in Illinois in a manner
that violates the equal protection clause of our
constitutions, both state and federal, is unfair
of a map as coul d ever exist.

| agree with Representative
Butler, the Illinois constitution articul ates
very clearly that a map-nmaki ng process done in

this whol e season nust be done through the

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Bi parti san Redistricting Comm ssion that's
aut horized to our Illinois constitution.
Now, we all know -- or we all

knew this spring when those Denocrats proceeded
with their own constitutional map, that it was
going to result in chaos and a di mi ni shnent of
very inportant voter rights that we're seeing
pl ay out today.

It wasn't Republicans who were
sinply raising those concerns, it was the nany
of you in the audi ence and the many, nany groups
and individuals who cane to testify before us
and said that if the Denocrats proceed with
their now unconstitutional map, that it would
have an effect of dimnishing the rights of
voters throughout the state, because the
Denocrats were relying on outdated and
I naccur at e dat a.

So here we are. The courts nost
recently instructed the defendants in the
| awsuit, which are the Denpbcrats, to fix what is
apparent to everyone the unconstitutional maps
that they put forward and have nmade to address

t he subsequent clains that have been rai sed by

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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the plaintiffs in the case, the Republicans.

Those issues require -- and other constitutional
i ssues, require action by the Denocrats. And so
here we are at this initial hearing wth no
proposal by the Denocrats, no commitnent or
response to Representative Butler's question
about when their proposed map will cone forward
so that it may be anal yzed to determ ne whet her
t hey actually address the constitutional clains
t hat have been raised. And so we elect to
obtain the U S. Census Bureau data that the many
of you were analyzing that data, were anal yzi ng
it against the existing map put forth by the
Denocrats, one that is clearly unconstitutional;
the fact is all that we can do against the
Denocrats' proposal until they put forward sone
apparent revised map; whatever that may be, in
however nuch tinme everyone is given to then
analyze it.

So | would urge of ny Denocratic
col |l eagues on this commttee to listen to the
concerns we've raised to public testinony
t hroughout this forum | think we are going to

hear nore the sane about this here, reiterating

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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the concerns that were raised; and ultimately, |

| ook forward to hearing fromny Denocratic
col l eagues how, in fact, they intend to address
the very legitimate constitutional clains that
are pending in the U S. courts today. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO.  (Audi o distortion)
You're right after the presentation from NCSL.
And just for Senator Plumer's -- we have you on
the roll, so thank you for your tine.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Thank you.

MR, AARON LONE: (Audio distortion)
Hello. M nane is Aaron Lowe. |'m an enpl oyee
of the Illinois House of Representatives. |'m
here to give a brief overview of the 2020 census
data, released earlier this nonth, show ng for
the state overall, as well as the |local --

According to the 2020 census, the

state's population is 12,812,508. This is a
decline of 0.14 percent or 18,124 over a
ten-year period. The state's total popul ation,
according to the final 2020 census nunbers is
approxi mately 0.3 percent of what the 2015 to
2019 Anerican Community Survey five-year

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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esti mat es.
St at ewi de popul ati on shifts over
t he past decade reflected an overall increase in

ur ban and suburban communities and declining
popul ation in rural and downstate areas.

The state's northeastern
counti es, Cook, DuPage, Lake, WII, MHenry,
Kane, Kendall, and Grundy all saw increases in
popul ati on, where Kendall County seened the
| argest popul ation increase in the state.

VWhi | e much of downstate | ost
popul ati on, sone areas did see noteworthy
I ncreases, including Carroll, MacLean,
Chanpai gn, Effingham Monroe, WIIlianmson, and
Johnson Counti es.

Counties that saw t he bi ggest
decl i nes were | ocated downst at e.

Al exander County saw the state's
| argest | oss of popul ation, while Cal houn,
Col es, Franklin and G eene, Hardin, Henderson,
Jackson, Jefferson, LaSall e-Pul aski counties saw
doubl e-digit | osses in popul ati on.

Overall, these rural areas of

I1linois were generally overestinmated by the
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2015 to 2019 Anerican Comunity Survey five-year

estimtes, while many urban years were
under est i mat ed.

Locally, the Gty of Chicago's
popul ati on grew by two percent or 50,000 peopl e,
according to the census.

Count ywi de, Cook County over al
saw a popul ation growh by nore than 80, 000
peopl e over the past decade.

Cty and county growth are both
| arger than what was projected in the American
Communi ty Survey Five-Year Estinmates. House
Districts 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 25, 26, 35, 36, 44,
47, 49, 53, 54, 56, 57, 78, and 82 fromthe 2011
map saw an increase in popul ation, while House
Districts 2, 3, 4 21, 24, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32,
33, 34, 38, 39, 40, 43, 45, 46, 47 saw a
decrease in popul ati on over the past decade.

Senate Districts 1, 2, 11, 14,
15, 16, 17, 20 and 39 al so saw popul ation
decreases, while senate districts 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,
8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 18, 19, 27 and 28 experienced

popul ati on increases.
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Count ywi de, Cook County saw a

dramatic decrease in Wiite popul ati on, about
15 percent since 2010.

A smal l er decline was seen in the
African-American popul ati on, around two percent.
The county gai ned both Asian and Hi spanic
popul ation in the | ast decade, around one and a
hal f percent and three percent, respectfully.

The City of Chicago saw a sim|lar
decrease in white popul ation for Cook County,
with a slightly higher decrease in the
African- Aneri can popul ati on of four percent.

The Latino popul ation increased
around one percent, and Asian popul ation
i ncrease nearly one and a half percent in the
Gty of Chicago.

Thank you so nuch for your
attention and for com ng out and sharing your
t houghts today. You'll be able to find hearing
information and testinony for this and ot her
hearings at il ga. gov,

i | housedens. com redi stricting and
il senateredistricting.com You can send further

testi nony, suggestions by email to the House
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Redi stricting Commttee at

redistrictingconmttee@ads.ilga.gov and to the
Senate Redistricting Cormittee, at
redistrictingconmmttee@ent atedem i | ga. gov.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank you.
(Audi o/ mask distortion.)

Next the NCSL presentation on the
census by Wendy Underhill.

M5. VENDY UNDERHI LL: Hello. And it's
nice to be here with you, and I'm pulling up
sone slides. | hope you'll see themin a
nonent .

So |'ve been asked to nake a few
conment s about the census, generally, and about
differential privacy, specifically, and do plan
to do that.

In working on this presentation,
| realized that | kept using the word
uncertainty, so | thought I would put that at
the top of nmy presentation, and then we will see
that that's a bit of a trend throughout the
present ati on.

So | think you nostly know who

NCSL is, so | won't spend any tinme on this, just
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reinforce that we are bipartisan in the way

we're structured, and that our work is
non-parti san, and that we don't make
recommendations to the |egislatures as they do
t heir work.

So here is ny outline for what |
t hought | would talk about today. You can see
we are going to touch on the delays, then we
will touch on differential privacy, group
quarters, a few other data considerations, and |
didn't put on here, but | have a short slide on
several court cases that are al ready pending
t hi s decade.

So we all know that the census is
done for a variety of reasons. This slide you
may have even seen before. There's a little bit
of boilerplate, but I did want to nmake the point
about we're here to tal k about census data as it
relates to redistricting. Census data is also
super inportant in terns of finances for any
state or locality.

[I1inois gets $34 billion every
year -- or did, | should say, in the |ast decade

of federal funds that cane to it based on
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formulas that rely on census data, and that's

over $2,600 per person in Illinois.

So | just mention that but it's
not the only reason that the census is
conduct ed.

As for delays, what | would |like
to say is that we've heard a little bit about
them W can see on this slide that del ays were
made -- they're 4.5 nonths late. There were a
host of reasons why there were delays. It does
|l ook like the tinme in the field was extended,
and then there was even nore extension in the
pre-enunerati on processing. And what does this
mean, that the data has cone back | ate.

Vell, I've got two sides that
show how t he data worked, and how states were
doing on redistricting in 2011 and 2021 -- |'m
sorry. I'mhaving a little trouble with ny
nouse today.

kay. So this is July 2011, and
you can see that over half of the states have
done sone kind of redistricting at that point.
They had draft maps out and had adopted act ual

maps.
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Then we go to the next decade,

which is the one we are currently in, of that
sane tine period, only three states have adopted
maps, and that's because of the delays in the
rel ease of the data. In addition to what |'m
showi ng here, California and Oregon both went to
their courts for relief, and New Jersey went to
the voters for relief on their constitutiona
requirenents.

| guess ny point here is --
shoul d al so say that these three states;

Col orado, &l ahoma, and Illinois, did have

June 30 deadlines, and npbst states do not, so
you were in a worse squeeze than other states.

| understand that you have a backup option, and
that is the Comm ssion.

Okl ahoma al so was in that sane
position, with a backup option of the -- noving
to a commssion like Illinois decided to go
ahead with the data that was on hand in tines
past .

But ny point here is that the
del ays have been felt by every single state in

the nation, and we are still feeling the
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rever berations of that.

And now | would Iike to nove on
to di scl osure avoi dance, and that's the unbrella
phrase that includes differential privacy, but
it also includes other maps that's protecting
i ndi vi dual responses to the census.

And it is clear that federal |aw
requi res that respondent information be
protected, and | don't think anyone has any
concern about that as a worthy requirenent.

The Census Bureau has indicated
that the systens that have been used before were
breakabl e, so they went out to | ook for
sonething new, and that's differential privacy,
which I will get to in just a nonent; but
perhaps, nore inportantly than what the fine
points are, each systemthat could be used to
protect the privacy is the fact that there's an
I nherent push-pull between privacy and accuracy.
It's hard to avoid it if you are going to have
data that's entirely private, it's going to be
virtually useless. And if you' re going to have
data that's accurate down to every single person

and the characteristics of it, then privacy is
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too easily broken. So it's not an easy bal ance

bet ween these two goal s.
So I've got slides here on two
ot her systens for protecting data or from
i ndi vi dual s that have been used in the past.
And this one is about data suppression. And
this was used not in the nost recent decade, but
i n previous decades.
So on the left we have a set
of -- this is just fake nunbers, just to nake
the point. W have sone nunbers as enunerated
on the left, but the little nunbers, the small
ones, the ones -- and | see twos as well, are
switched over to S. And "S" neans that it's
suppressed. So the only data that was rel eased
by the Census Bureau when using data suppression
woul d be the data on the right-hand side.
Anyt hing that was small and therefore nore
easily identifiable was just plain suppressed.
Now, the next decade and | ast
decade, the system used by the bureau to protect
privacy was called swapping. This is an inmage
t hat does conme fromthe Census Bureau, so |

appreciate the nore -- nmuch better geographical
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capabilities than ny own.

And you see that the way this
works is that we find households that are
geographically near to each other where one of
t hose househol ds m ght have data that could be
easily identified. You swap the sanme nunber of
people in that household for a different
househol d in a nearby census bl ock or region;
and therefore, you' ve not given the exact
detail s about the people who Iive in that house
that's in danger of being disclosed, but you
have kept the sane nunber of people in that
househol d. So the population is correct at the
census bl ock level, the race and age
characteristics of those people are not
100 percent correct. They do add up at the end
of the day.

But those are the two systens
t hat we have been shown to be breakabl e, at
| east according to the Census Bureau, so they've
cone up with sonething called differenti al
privacy this year, which is the injection of
noi se.

And when | use that phrase with
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our executive director, Tim Storey, he said,

cone on, there's got to be a better word for
that, like, no, that's the actual word used by
the Census Bureau and by the statisticians who
come up with this process.

Wth this system the popul ation
in each census block is not held the sane as it
was when it was enunerated. So unlike tinme
where the population in each census bl ock was
hel d constant, here there can be vari ation of
this census level. Oh, and | should have said,
too, that this slide is also fromthe Census
Bur eau

So here on the box on the right,
all the nunbers in red are slightly different
than the real nunbers are on the left. And they
don't change nuch, so in the upper left box it's
14 on the left, and it's 13 on the right. 1In
the mddle they are at 50 on the left, and 51 on
the right. So you get the sense that there's
sone change going on, and that's the noi se and
it's also known as fuzziness. Another phrase
that Director Storey thought | probably

shoul dn't use.
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Ckay. So your use of

differential privacy to project data nakes it
clear that the data at the census block level is
going to be different than what it was when it
was enunerated. The one thing we can say for
sure is that the state total population is the
sane. They did not use any noise or fuzziness
at the state popul ation | evel.

Al so, the nunber of housing units
i n each census bl ock remains the sane as in the
actual count. | will point out that whether
t hose housing units are occupied or not, it does
have differential privacy applied to it; so the
nunmber of housing units, yes; outside study
whet her they are occupied or not, no, that's not
hel d st eady.

And then the nunber of group
quarters by type is the sane as what they
actual |y enunerat ed.

So basically, everything above
t he census bl ock | evel -- excuse ne, everything
bel ow the state popul ation |evel has been
treated with differential privacy, which neans

that the data that's reported i s sonewhat

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

08/ 26/ 2021

Page 36
different than what was counted on the ground.

So over the last couple of years
t he bureau has released five datasets, so data
anal ysts throughout the states could | ook at
what this differential privacy m ght nmean, and
t hose datasets, NCSL has and gat hered vari ous
reports fromour person in the district, that
have shown that there are nore noticeabl e
variations in small geographic areas than the
| arger ones, and that maybe small racial groups
or ethnic groups maybe have nore variation in
them than larger racial and ethnic groups.

And we know that the bureau did
work hard to adjust its algorithns and its post
differential privacy data processing -- that's a
mout hful , post differential privacy data
processing, to inprove the quality of the data,
and they were specifically |ooking at making
sure that the data is fit for use for
redistricters. That was their highest priority.

So did it work; well, opinions
differ, as you mght imagine. NCSL did send a
letter in May of 2020 to the director of the

census expressing concerns about the delays and
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al so about differential privacy.

And if you're interested in
finding that letter or any nunber of the reports
fromthe various states on differential privacy
as applied to the 2010 data showed up, we've got
| ots of that captured there.

| thought |I would just bring one
particul ar opinion, because it's that of Acting
Director Ron Jarm n of the Census Bureau and he
put out about two weeks before the data was
rel eased, he put out a blog that explained what
was com ng.

And here you wll see the key
phrase m ght be strongly encouragi ng data users
to aggregate group bl ocks together, and he's
referring to data users. |I'mfairly sure he had
redistricters in mnd when he's tal king about
t hat .

H s point is that what's happened
with differential privacy does make changes at
t he census bl ock | evel and he is clear about
that, that data does not hold constant, but that
when you put several bl ocks together and nove

forward to build districts, and you | ook at the
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district data, then it wll be |ooking very

fine.

He noted al so that the occupancy
status won't match popul ati on counts, and that
nmeans sone bl ocks may show that the housing
units are all occupied, but the occupation count
is zero, so that doesn't nake sense, but he's
saying that that's the inpact of differential
privacy.

And al so, there will be census
bl ocks for children that ook |ike they are
living alone, and we hope that that's an
aberration and not an actual fact; again,
because of differential privacy.

And t hen sonme househol ds may
appear to be particularly lIarge bl ocks that
m ght have several famlies that [ ook Iike they
have 15 people in them

So that's his viewis that the

process that they've chosen -- is ny audi o okay
for you all? I'mhearing a | ot of
reverberation. | should just keep going? Ckay.
G eat .

So the next thing | wanted to
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tal k about was group quarters, and this is a

pl ace where because of the pandemc it was hard
to count people. And by the way, my vision here
is that this is a lonely student at a university
and he's studying in COVID ti nes when everyone
el se has noved hone and he was left there. |
don't know if that's really what's going on
here, but that's what | was thinking.

So group quarters are any variety
of places where people |ive that have nore than
famly units in them and |'ve listed sone of
t hose options, and with the students in
particul ar you know when the pandemc hit, it
was in March of 2020, and census day is April 1,
2020. Wwell, students were noving home from al
around the nation because they were asked to
shut down the dormtories and such.

So the question with students is,
were they counted as they were intended to be
counted at the university, or were they counted
at their famlies' honme, or were they counted
both, or were they counted not at all. So all
of those options were pretty tricky and | wll

say that the Census Bureau did a | ot of post
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enuner ati on doubl e-checking with the data at not

only universities but these other kinds of group
gquarters as well to try to narrow that down and
i nprove the quality of the data.

| do think that this is a place,
and particularly with prisons where your instate
data experts will be able to | ook for anonulies,
so for instance, if a prison says that there's
500 people, their records show that that's how
many were there on April 1, 2020, and the census
says there are 800, we know that's an anomaly,
so that's a place where it's easier to look to
see how things are going than in many ot her
pl aces.

So | do have three other data
considerations | thought | would bring to your
attention. The first is relating to inputation,
and this is a process that the bureau has used
in the | ast several decades, at | east the | ast
two, | should say, and it's possible that this
decade they've needed to use it nore than in
others. And inputation is when a household
doesn't respond to the census, and the bureau

can't find a neighbor or a postal carrier to say
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who lives in that household, and there aren't

any adm nistrative records to put people in that
homeowners, then, and only then the bureau can
inpute, and | think the word estinmate m ght be
nore user friendly here, the nunber of people in
t hat househol d based on the nunber of people in
simlar househol ds near by.

They also inpute or estinmate the
race and age characteristics of those people.

Is this an issue? That's up for
others to decide. It does make nme think that
it's inpossible to count everyone exactly
correctly, and by using inputation, inperfect as
it is, at least it makes undercounts less |likely
t han they woul d be ot herw se.

Then this under here, the data on
race and ethnicity, I'll point out that the 2020
data shows that the nunber of people who
self-identified as nmultiracial is twice as high
as it was in 2010. That's just a standard
around the country, not specific to Illinois.
And this is partly due, of course, to the
increase in interracial households, but it's

al so due to a different way that the census
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gathered information in 2020 than it did in

2010. It made it nuch easier for people to
respond with nultiracial on both of the white
plus up to four or five other categories that
are African-Anerican plus up to those sane
nunbers.

So there are nmany, nmany, nany,
many, many buckets that people could fit into.
It also made it easier for people to identify
the specifics of their background, so instead of
bei ng Cari bbean, that could be from Dom ni can
Republic versus Haiti, that kind of thing.

So a lot nore detail ed data, but
what that neans is that the conparison of how
many people were counted as Wite or
African-American or Latino in 2010 is not a
di rect exact conparison to the 2020 dat a.

And that m ght nmake it trickier
to draw majority-mnority districts, but | think
that's sonething that your data fol ks are
probably | ooking at right now.

And then | did nention that there
are undercounts, |I'll also say that there are

soneti nes overcounts. And we don't know what
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the size of the undercounts or overcounts were

for the 2020 data until a survey is released in
2022, a survey conducted by the Census Bureau.
And they wll go back out and they'll ask the
sane questions again and cone up wth sone
information for us where we have other counts
and what kinds of people were nore likely to be
under count ed or overcount ed.

Even though that new survey w |
cone out in 2022, it doesn't change the data
that you're working with now. So your data is
what it is. |It's not going to be altered when
we | earn nore about that. So | guess |'d say
like differential privacy, it's not quite clear
what a state can do knowi ng that there could
easily have been undercounts or overcounts,
because this is the data that you have avail abl e
to you.

And then | did put a slide
toget her on sone |lawsuits. |It's fair to say
that the Census Bureau is often sued over
somet hing or other, but it seens as though the
action in this decade, both against the Census

Bureau itself and based on census data wll be
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nore prolific than in previous decades.

And I'I'l quickly run through
t hese in al phabetical order; Al abama, the state
all eged that the use of differential privacy

made the data potentially unusable. That has

been dism ssed. It is possible there could be
an appeal -- | don't knowif there will be or
not .

I"'mgoing to skip Illinois,

because you all know nuch nore about that than |
do.

I n Loui si ana, M nnesot a,

Pennsyl vani a, and Wsconsin, various parties are
sui ng, and sonetinmes nore than one party is
suing in each of those states asking the state
courts to go ahead and do the districting now
rather than to wait for the legislators to do

t he wor k.

Each of these states has divided
governnent so either the governor or one of the
chanbers in the legislature is a different party
than the others, and the theory of these, if |
coul d generalize for them is that that neans

that they won't get to a satisfactory solution
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where the two chanbers agree and the governor

signs, and so skip that step and go straight to
the courts. | don't have any sense of whet her
that's going to have | egs or not.

The Chio suit was just about the
deadl i nes, but that was settled and the
deadl i nes, as you know, have cone out the way
t hey have.

And then the Fair Lines Anerica
Is a group that is suing the Census Bureau to
rel ease records that relate to their
deci si on- maki ng about group quarters. So |
don't know what will be found, if they should
get that information, but the group is
interested in how it got determ ned how to treat
those this decade to see if there's anything
that is useful to themas they go about
redistricting.

And then the last one I'I|
mention is the speaker -- the fornmer speaker of
the lowa house is suing the Census Bureau to get
access to internal communications about a
decision to use differential privacy for the

American Comunity Survey, which is not the
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decenni al census, it's a separate product of the
Census Bureau altogether. It is a survey and
it's not an enuneration. | don't know where

that wll go.

And that is what |'ve brought for
you. | do want to say, again, that uncertainty
seens to be the key fact with all of this. And
that | don't knowif | said this upfront, but I
do take questions from peopl e outside of the
hearing room |'m happy to hear from anybody.
"Il try to answer your questions as best | can.
And we do it on a confidential basis. | won't

share with other fol ks what you're aski ng about.

And 1'll stop there. Thank you very much.
CHAI RVAN AQUI NO  Thank you, Wendy
Underhill and NCSL. And I'll open up to the

comrmittee to see if there's any questions?
Representati ve Spai n?
REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN. M. Underhill,
t hank you very much for your presentation.
A couple of things that I wanted
to go back to, towards the beginning of the
presentation you showed sone striking signs

about where states were in the process in 2011
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versus where states are now in the process in

2021, with 47 out of 50 states not noving
forward on redistributing until receiving the
census data. So three states, you said, had
noved forward, ours is one. You had Col orado on
the list as well, that they were a different
color on the map and then you showed where they
had draft maps. Could you expl ain what Col orado
has done so far?

V5. VENDY UNDERHI LL: M. Chair,
Representative, | would be happy to try to do
that. | do live in Colorado, so I should have
this down pat, but let's see how it goes.

Their constitution required that
draft nmaps be created and those would be the
maps that woul d be shared around the state to
gat her information, and then a final set of maps
woul d be drawn. So their constitutional
requi renent was different than that in Illinois
and in Ckl ahoma.

And | wll say that Col orado had
an effort by the legislature to go to the
Suprene Court saying let's delay all of this.

The Comm ssion said, we are not bound by the
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| egi slature, we are an independent conm ssion

and we are not asking the Court, and the Court
did not approve the legislature's request for a
delay in the process.

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN. Ckay. So two
t hi ngs then, Col orado uses an i ndependent
conm ssion; correct?

MS. VIEENDY UNDERHI LL:  Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN:  Ckay. And then
they were -- so the maps that were presented
that were -- the draft maps that were presented,
were given to solicit, what was the date that
t hose maps were adopted for public presentation
and feedback?

M5. VENDY UNDERHI LL: M. Chair,
Representative, | wll say that they are really
pi cky about this. There's two comm ssions. One
does congressional; one does |legislative. This
was the |egislative conm ssion that went forward
with the maps. And they adopted them towards
the end of June; | want to say around
June 20-ish. And again, they weren't adopted
for use in going forward in running el ections.

They were a first stab at sonething that the
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public could respond to, | think on the theory
that the public has -- if it has sonething to

respond to rather than work in a vacuum that
they are better able to provide feedback. And
now there's a whole series of these hearings yet
to come in Colorado with these draft nmaps. And
they, like Illinois, are |ooking at how the new
data fromthe decennial census can be used as
wel | .

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN: It sounds |ike
a great idea that is taking place in your hone
state. It's consistent with the 50 heari ngs
that we held in Illinois in the spring where
advocacy groups are, we would like at |east two
weeks to | ook at maps so that we can interpret
and understand them make actual feedback that
woul d be neani ngful and share that with the
deci si on makers.

So whether it was sonetine at the
end of June until where we are now, towards the
end of August, it certainly sounds |ike Col orado
is keeping the mniml request that we had from
any groups in the State of Illinois.

Do you know, what was the data
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t hat Col orado used for the draft maps? And |

ask because we have asked the question here in
II'linois, what is the data used by the majority

to draw the maps that were adopted in May. And

l"mstill waiting for that answer, but | would
i ke to know what Col orado di d?
M5. VENDY UNDERHILL: [|'mgoing to be

at the 90 percent |evel of confidence, which is
different than the 100 percent |evel of
confidence that they used the ACS Fi ve- Year
Estimates, and if you would like ne to
doubl e-check, | can get back to you on that.
REPRESENTATI VE SPAI N:  Because we
heard in Illinois that there's only census data,
but then there are other data sources as well,
and so those other data sources, |'mcurious
about what are sone of the best practices for
vari ous data conponents in other states.

And then one nore question. |
just want to nake sure | understood you
correctly in the section on differenti al
privacy, which we all learned a |ot about. It's
areally interesting and conpl ex change for this

2020 census. But | had a recommendation, | want
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to make sure | captured it correctly fromthe

acting director of the Census Bureau, and that
was a recommendation to use census bl ock group
| evel data to avoid sone of the issues that
could develop with differential privacy. Was |
reading that correctly on the slide?

M5. VENDY UNDERHI LL: And M. Chair,
and Representative Bilandic, yes, and that |ink
that's on that slide goes directly to his blog
post, so of course, he's nore -- he explains
hi nrsel f exactly as he wants to.

He makes the point that the

census bl ocks thensel ves | ook funny when you

grab themtogether. [|f you can do nost of your
wor k at the block group level, you will not see
those -- those odd funny, fuzzy, noisy things

that you do at the block |level itself.

This is new for redistricters al
across the station, and | think people are right
at this nonment probably checking this out how
well is this working for them

So agai n, uncertainty on whether
hi s suggestion is useful or not. | do know that

that's a pretty major change fromthe way
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redistricting has traditionally been done where

we do expect each block to be correct. And when
you add them the addition works.

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN.  Thank you. And
| think it's always inportant to appreciate your
advi ce and recomendati ons fromthe Census
Bureau, including the recomendation, don't use
a guess for redistricting.

| don't have further questions
now, Madam Chair and M. Chair. | think before
we nove on to the w tness panels though, it
woul d be appropriate to ask a few questions
about process. | would like to understand if we
plan on follow ng the reconmendati on for the
Census Bureau to use block group as the |ines of
division, and the majority party's efforts for
this latest round of maps. So I'll stop here,
in case there are further questions, but | would
li ke to have a status check on the process so we
can informour w tnesses and they can provide
t he best possible testinony. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN AQUI NG Thank you,
Representative Spain -- answer it now, or we're

havi ng a nunber of testinony -- or rather
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hearings this weekend, so we'll work through

t hese things and see what data points we have to
use to draw a map and adj ust and neki ng tweaks
fromthe nost accurate informati on we have in
front of us.

So with that, | don't see anyone
el se's hand up on the Zoom

Just a rem nder for those of our
col | eagues that have Zooned in, please use the
rai se-your-hand function so that we can identify
it.

Butl er has a questi on.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Thank you,
M. Chairman.

Just to follow up on that sane
gquestion. The maps that | had w tnessed
firsthand in the very next door yesterday, was
it on the block group level or -- | don't know
i f Chair Hernandez, can you answer the question?
There was obvi ously maps out there. Are you
usi ng bl ock group | evel ?

CHAIl RWMOVAN HERNANDEZ:  Represent ati ve,
| -- if anything, whatever nmaps you're | ooking

at currently, because | hear that the
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Republ i cans are al so analyzing the map, the sane
t hi ng.
REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER:  Well, no, |I'm
not tal ki ng about analyzing the maps. It's the

maps that | wal ked i nto Room 600 next to where
we' re standi ng yesterday and | saw your nenbers
literally looking at maps with staff, talking
about the boundaries. New maps and new
boundaries. Was that bl ock group |evel?

CHAl R\MOVAN HERNANDEZ: | couldn't tel
you because | haven't even | ooked at those nmaps.
| haven't been in that room

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER:  Ckay.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO.  Senat or Bari ckman?

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Thank you, Madam
Chair and Senator Underhill -- | forget your
| ast nane.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO  Aqui no.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Aqui no.

| want to go back to the slide
t hat di scussed the depiction of the country and
the -- where the states are at in the map-naking
process.

Now t hat t he Census Bureau has
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rel eased the actual census data, what do you

anticipate to see in the course of the next, you
know, days, weeks, and nonths regardi ng how t he
states will utilize that data and produce nmaps
for their state? Wat kind of work do you
anticipate and tineline do you anticipate the
states taking as they cone forward with the
maps?

M5. VEENDY UNDERHI LL: Madam Chai r,
want to apologize to you. | didn't quite grasp
that | had a Madam Chair and a M. Chair, and so
|"msorry that | keep referring to M. Chair.

So Madam Chair and M. Chair, if
| may, and respond to the question. States are
lining up special sessions right now as early as
In Septenber; sone will be as |ate as Novenber.
Every state has its own tineline. | was on a
call earlier today in Nebraska, and they have
reduced the anmount of tine that |ocal election
officials have to do their work, which foll ows
after the redistricters do their work by
50 percent, and so they've got quite a squeeze
now on the re-precincting and the | ocal

redistricting. So any anount of tinme that's
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used by redistricters reduces the tine avail able

to local election officials to prepare for the
primaries, and al so even to prepare for
candi date filing.

So what |'mseeing is that people
will be doing their work -- nostly they are
giving their data people maybe a coupl e of
weeks, |'mgoing to say, to | ook through the
data to see if it's working right and understand
what there is to be known about it, and then
speci al sessions between here and the end of the
year.

A handful, maybe as nany as ten
or so, will wait until their first |egislative
session in 2022 to do their redistricting; and
that you can imagine if that's the case, it's
going to be the very first itemon the docket.

So each state has got its own
concerns and its own tineline. And hopefully,
soneone is keeping a tineline for Illinois, too,
so that you can get to the primary on tine.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Thank you for that
response. | know your statenent that you

anticipate over the course of the data build
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over the next several weeks, we'll be doing the

work that goes into that.

Are you aware of any states other
than Il linois who are contenpl ating the adoption
of a map as early as next week?

M5. VAEENDY UNDERHI LL: Madam Chair,

M. Chair and Representative, |'mnot aware of
any others. That doesn't nean that they aren't
out there. And if |I catch them | wll bring
them back to your attention.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Thank you.

CHAl RMVAN AQUI NG Thank you -- (audio
distortion) -- before we nove on to our agenda
here, | see that forner state senator and forner
Chicago clerk, Mguel del Valle has signed in to
provi de testinony.

M. del Valle, if you can see on
the screen, if you can unnmute yourself and begin
your testinony. Thank you.

MR. M GUEL DEL VALLE: Thank you,

M. Chai rman and Madam Chair for this
opportunity.

| would like to just -- before |

get into the matter, | would Iike to just share
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a brief history.

| was the first Latino plaintiff
in the first redistricting case brought by
MALDEF in 1981. At that tinme, a Denocrat-drawn
map was challenged in federal court. At that
time, there were zero Latino representatives in
t he House, and zero Latino state senators.

As a result of a new map that was
drawn in that case, even though at the tine that
| agreed to be a plaintiff, I had no intentions
of running for office. | was executive director
of a human services agency, but several years
| ater as a result of the creation of a different

senate district that had favorabl e nunbers for

Latinos, | was elected the first Latino state
senator in Illinois, and started serving in
1987.

The first Latino state rep was
el ected in 1982 after we were successful wth
that redistricting case, and that was Joseph
Berrios, who served in the House as the first
Latino state representative.

Then ten years later as a result

of nmy direct involvenent in the redistricting
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process, then as a state senator, we were

successful in creating another Latino najority
senate district on the South Side where Jesus
Garcia was elected the second Latino state
senat or .

Ten years after that, | was al so
directly involved, and we were able to create
two nore Latino mapjority state senators and
state senate districts, and that's what led to
the election of Iris Martinez and things went
wel |l on the South Side.

So | share that with you only to
| et you know that 1've been involved with
redistricting and dealing with redistricting now
for 40 years. And the last tinme around in 2011
| was not satisfied wwth the final map that was
approved by the General Assenbly. | felt that
we coul d have done better for Latinos, but that
map was not chal | enged.

This tinme around, again, for the
record, | was in support of using the Anmerican
Communi ty Survey nunbers to draw a map. And
felt that the Dens, in particular, would nmake

sure that Latinos had as many favorable Latino
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districts as possible wth a population, a

voting age popul ation that would all ow Lati nos
to el ect candi dates of their choice.

| have to say that once the nmap
becane available, there was no real tine to | ook
at the nunbers, even though | had | ooked at the
nunbers that the Latino Policy Forum had
produced, and then was able to quickly assess
that the Denocratic-drawn map that was signed
into the |l aw by Governor Pritzker had districts
that did not maxi m ze the nunber of Latino
voting age popul ati on nunbers in those
districts, and the map produced by the Latino
Policy Forum showed that was the case in a
nunber of districts; not all the districts were
Latino majority population, but in a nunber of
di stricts.

And so if | had been in the
Ceneral Assenbly when this map was approved,
woul d have voted no, until the nunbers were
i nproved, until the nunbers changed.

Wll, the map was approved. The
nunbers have not changed; but as | predicted

back when | agreed with the use of the Anerican
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Communi ty Survey nunbers, | knew that once the

census nunbers becane avail able, that the
CGeneral Assenbly would need to conme back and do
a lot of tweaking in order to nake sure that the
census nunbers were the ones that were finally
used to create a map that we'll have for the
next ten years.

So | amhere today to say that |
want -- and urge you to inprove the nunbers of
the map that you approved, as | said sone
districts are fine, but a nunber of districts
are not, a nunber of districts could be better,
better percentages, and, of course, ny goal is
to see us nmaxi mze the opportunities, the
nunber of opportunities we have to afford
Lati nos an opportunity to el ect candi dates of
t heir choi ce.

So we have to create, we need to
nodi fy these nunbers. | think the federal
court, the judge has already indicated that you
ought to work on it, said talk with the -- and
deal with the mnority population this tine
around, so |I'msure you're going to take that

advi ce and proceed to nake the nodifications
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necessary so that the final map that is put

forth is one that will protect the interests of
Latinos throughout the entire state. And it is
t he popul ation that has grown the nost, and so |
think it's only right that we be | ooking at
t hose nunbers and see where the nodifications
need to be nmade.

So M. Chairman, thank you for
t he opportunity, Madam Chair. And | | ook
forward to a process that will yield maps that
are fair to Latinos in the State of Illinois.

CHAI RMAN AQUI NO.  Thank you. And
we'll nove forward on ny list here. | have
Latino Policy Forumrepresented by Roberto
Val dez, Jr. Please unnmute yourself.
MR. ROBERTO VALDEZ, JR: Good

af ternoon, Chair Aquino. Good afternoon, Chair
Her nandez, nenbers of the Senate and House
Redi stricting Coommttee. M nane is Roberto
Valdez. | amwth the Latino Policy Forum

First, | would |ike to thank
Chair Aquino and Chair Hernandez and all the
menbers of the Senate and House Conmttees for

taking the tine to hear fromus, fromthe Forum
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and ot her advocates today in response to

potential adjustnents to the legislative
boundari es.

As you know, the Forumis a
statew de, nonprofit advocacy and policy
organi zation. Part of the Forumis work to
strengt hen | eadership includes ensuring there's
a fair redistricting process that provides
opportunities for the Latino community to el ect
t he candi dates of their choice.

Part of this work al so includes
ensuring there are cohesive Latino conmunities
of interest in the state legislature's
map- maki ng process, pronoting equitable Latino
representation in the map-naki ng proceedi ngs,
and advocating for a map that is reflective of
t he denographics of Illinois' Latino population,

As you all know, the Forum
provided oral and witten testinony in nultiple
hearings from March through May of this year.
Unfortunately, sone of the requests the Forum
provi ded were not included when the |egislative
maps were released and ulti mately passed and

signed into | aw
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This includes maps that were

drawn not to optimze the best opportunity for
Lati nos to el ect candi dates of their choice, and
a map that was drawn w thout the strongest
concentrations of Latino popul ations as
possi bl e.

The drawi ng of the maps,
therefore, in our opinion, contradicted the
principles set forth for and by this commttee;
those principles of fairness, of diversity, and
of equity.

Mor eover, when the |egislative
maps were released in May, no racial or
denogr aphi ¢ conposition of districts were nade
avai l able. This prevented us, the Forum and
others from provi di ng val uabl e feedback and
i nput on the maps.

W said this in May, and | w ||
repeat it, wthout any -- with zero data
avail abl e, zero anal ysis can be conduct ed.
However, three nonths |later, here we are, wth
an opportunity to anend what was done back then
and include the suggestions of community

organi zati ons and advocat es.
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Agai n, our asks are

straightforward and sinple. W ask for

| egislative maps that truly reflect the
diversity of our state, the Forum asks for
districts that provide the best opportunity for
Lati nos to el ect candi dates of their choice, the
Forum asks for districts that optimze the
concentration of Latinos. W ask for a
reasonabl e tineline that enables comunity
input, and then finally, and | think this is the
nost inportant, we ask for overall transparency
of the process.

We're joining other advocates
today in asking for nore tinme to provide an
efficient analysis of the 2020 census nunbers,
and to present a map to this Conmttee and to
the | egislature that can be consi dered when
maki ng t hese adj ust nents.

And then | will end by really
enphasi zi ng that we do not have to rush this
process. It was maybe understood why it was
done in May. Now we are in August. W have the
census nunbers, and we have no reason to rush

this process.
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So | really urge this commttee,

bot h House and Senate, as well as other

| egi sl ators who did pass the maps in May, to not
rush the process and really give us advocates an
opportunity to provide you, you know, wth the
information that you need to nake these
decisions and ultimately draw maps that are
equitable and fair.

Wth that, the Forum strongly
appreci ates the support of this comnmttee during
the 2021 remappi ng process, and we | ook forward
to your continued work. Thank you so nuch for
your consi derati on.

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank you, Roberto.

Before | open up the floor, |
have a question for you: Does the Latino Policy
Forum plan to submt adjustnents to the
comrittee as to new maps based on the new census
nunbers? Do you all plan to submt adjusted
maps with those new nunbers?

MR. ROBERTO VALDEZ: Yes, sir, yes,
Chairman. We do plan on providing a map sim |l ar
to the one that we provided using ACS nunbers,

but as you can imagine, with only three weeks
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since the census nunbers were produced, it does

take sone tine to analyze and really not only
produce the map but get input from comrunity
nmenbers. | nean, you are very aware of our
Acuerdo network, which is over 100
communi ty- based organi zati ons; of course, you
know, it's alnost inpossible it speak to all
t hese organi zations, but we would |ove to
present something to themto try to give thema
voi ce in making this decision.

So that was a | ongw nded answer,
Chai rman Aqui no; but yes, we do plan to submt
t hose.

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank you -- (audio

di stortion).

The new census nunber data
i nformati on can be found on our website
nmenti oned previously and we will certainly --
happening in the next few days.

Any ot her questions for
M. Val dez?

And just a rem nder for those
that are doing this virtually, please use the

rai se-your-hand function, but -- Mnority
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Spokesper son Bari cknman, pl ease.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: Thanks, Chair
Agqui no.
| appreciate your testinony to
this forum | amcurious if you could be nore
specific in regards to the tinme for which you
are requesting be given so that you can obtain
the conmttee -- performyour analysis, obtain
your conmttee -- conmttee's input and proceed
wth this commttee. Wat specific tineline do
you need accommobdat ed?
MR. ROBERTO VALDEZ: Thank you for
your questi on.
It would be ideal to have a
m ni nrum of 30 days, again, not only to conduct
the anal ysis, produce a map, but also try to
conduct groups -- discussion groups wth our
comruni ty- based organi zati ons.
| deal Iy, 30 days. W know t hat
that's maybe a stretch, but | would answer the
guestion by saying 30 days.
CHAI RMVAN AQUI NG Ckay. Thank you.
| see Representative Bourne's

hand held virtually. Senator Bourne, feel free

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

08/ 26/ 2021

Page 69
to ask a question.

REPRESENTATI VE BOURNE: Thank you,

M. Chairman. Senator Barickman asked nost of
my questi ons.

But just to clarify, so that's
30 days before you would be able to submit a map
to this Conmttee for -- that your organization
woul d say is your ideal map, and then how nany
days -- | know we tal ked about this before, but
are you still with the two weeks to anal yze a
potential |egislative map, so these could be two
separate things, right, a 30-day w ndow, present
the legislative map, and then two weeks
afterwards to analyze it?

MR. ROBERTO VALDEZ: That sounds about
right, Representative, just because at that
poi nt we woul d al ready have our map, and we
woul d be able to conpare and | ook at where the
gaps are or -- you know, yeah, so it would be
two weeks.

REPRESENTATI VE BOURNE: (Ckay. That's
real 'y hel pful

The other thing | wanted to ask

about is you asked for transparency in the
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process. (Cbviously, we want this process to be

open and transparent; sonething that | think the
publ i ¢ deserves.
Is this anything -- what are your
i deas to make sure this is transparent, not only
to the groups that you work with, but certainly,
those of us who are in the political space it's
easier to say the transparency bar is | ower
because we ki nd of know the access -- the way,
the bar entry, right. Wat are your ideas for
transparency? | just want to nmake sure that we
are aware of, you know, the best practices.
My guess is a hearing at

10: 00 a.m on a Sunday announced a few days
bef orehand does not satisfy your transparency
request.

MR, ROBERTO VALDEZ: | woul d answer
your question, Representative, by saying
under -- having a concrete tineline,
under st andi ng when we can expect a draft,
understanding that we wll be given tw weeks
once that draft is produced, understandi ng that
data wi ||l acconpany the nmap, and just having a

concrete gane plan, | think, that would suffice
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our definition of transparency.

REPRESENTATI VE BOURNE: That seens
super basic. | appreciate that. Thank you.
That's all | have, M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank you.

And Representative Spain.

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN.  Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

M. Val dez, thank you so nuch for
your testinony today. As you have reviewed the
map that was adopted by the General Assenbly and
signed by the Governor in |ate May or maybe
June, what is your assessnent of the nunber of
| egislative districts that would exhibit a
preference for Latinx candi dates, and then based
on your understanding -- and | share your
frustration that we didn't have the right data
shared with us at a district |level back in the
spring; but if you had that now, do you have a
target that you are shooting for based on your
anal ysis of the population in Illinois of how
many potential districts could be avail able
t hrough the construct of a better map?

CHAl RWOVAN HERNANDEZ:  Par don ne,
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Repr esent ati ve Spai n.

Cl erk, can you pl ease add Leader
Hof fman to the roll.

MR. ROBERTO VALDEZ: Sure. | nean,
woul dn't want to point to a direct nunber
wi thout really | ooking at census nunbers
conpl etely.

But to address the question
around the map that was passed, and focusing on
the Latino majority districts, we found with our
anal ysis that 10 of the 14 House districts were
essentially diluted; Latino concentration could
have been stronger as M. del Valle nentioned
that that for us was not acceptable. W did
feel that the maps on the districts short --
Lati nos were shortchanged by the maps that were
passed, and so -- and it is -- it was
frustrating trying to find the data; you know,
to ny know edge, there's different datasets
floated around and it was difficult to find the
correct dataset to really point to.

So again, I'll reenphasize just
havi ng that transparency | think would be --

woul d neke ny life a | ot easier versus having to
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| ook for stuff around.

| don't know if | answered your
guesti on.

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN:  No, you did,
and | appreciate that. Again, | share your
frustration about getting to the data, and so as
we have nore data now from actually receiving
t he census, either Chair Aquino or Chair
Her nandez, both of them as part of our next
step, wll we be nmaking an effort to increase
the Latino makeup of sonme of these districts to
better favor the Latino-preferred candi dates?

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO. (Audi o
distortion) -- nmake sure that the map is
reflective of the great diversity of this state,
and that's what we hope that these adjustnents
wll be answered and try to do, is to reflect
our great diversity.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: | think we've
heard fromtwo w tnesses here who said in their
opi nion the nmap does not reflect the great
di versity of our great state. So howw Il we go
about naki ng these changes to be in better

alignnment with the diversity and strength of
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diversity in the State of Illinois?

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  The purpose of these
conversations that we are having over the next
few days is to have the di scussion, not only
here in the City of Chicago but throughout the
entire state to offer an opportunity for folks
t hat have provided sone feedback prior and al so
does provi de feedback now to nmake certain
adj ustnents to those naps.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: One nore questi on,
M. Chair. W talked about the request for
review, the appropriate timng to -- both
understand the census data, react to a proposed
map, we saw that the State of Col orado offered
nmonths to do so. W' ve had again testinony
today calling for additional tine, at least two
weeks, that would be allowed for a map to be
presented and feedback then woul d be coll ected.

One question | have, though, |
assune that all of these hearings are very
sincere, and very desired to receive feedback
from conmunity advocates.

And ny question is, how | ong does

the majority and the majority part of the staff
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and nenbers need to receive this feedback to

make nmeani ngful use of it?

In other words, you heard
advocates say, let's take two weeks, have a map
presented, and then we will give you feedback.
| assunme you want to take that feedback and use
it to make inprovenents to the map that has been
presented. How nuch tine do you need to do
t hat ?

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Representative

Spai n, the census data has been rel eased about

t hree weeks now, and so what | would say is that
part of the data and what is taken into account
is not only the physical data but also fromthe
stories that have been shared since the spring
and al so what we are going to be collecting over
t he next few days of input.

What | can tell you is that right
now, and it's been with, you know, the Speaker
of the House and the Senate present have
schedul ed a special session that is schedul ed
for next Tuesday, | guess, specifically,
schedul ed for the purposes of taking up

adjustnents to the legislative maps. W are
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wor ki ng t hroughout the next few days to see if

we can get to the adjustnents necessary to show
that the -- the great diversity of our great
state with adjustnents to the maps. That's what
we have in front of us right now. That's the
only information that | have, so with that said,
that's what's publicly been out there.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  The problemw th
the tineline is that we have had w tnesses ask
for two weeks. W are here on a Thursday, a
vote is schedul ed of next week on Tuesday on a
map that we have not seen that is apparently
al ready under devel opnent for the Denocratic --
of Denocratic incunbents.

Wtnesses are presenting
i nformati on, and ny question is, how nuch tine
wi Il be needed for that information presented to
be fully applied to a map of which none of the
W thesses are privy to seeing at this point?

W literally have a hearing
schedul ed on Sunday at 10:00 a.m, and 48 or 50
hours later, we're due in Springfield. So
you' Il forgive ne for feeling that this process

is nore than a |little bit disingenuous.
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CHAI RVAN AQUI NO. Thank you.

Representati ve Butl er

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER  Thank you,

M. Chair. Just to follow up on the -- ny
guestioning. So the conversations that you

t al ked about taking place over these next four
days are great, but who is actually going to be
maki ng the decisions on what's on the map --
maki ng those decisions, or you're just going to
have conversation and then the maps are drawn
behi nd cl osed doors by the majority?

CHAI RMAN AQUI NGO Thanks for your
comments. (Audio distortion) -- this year now,
but as we did in the spring, which was that we
had hundreds of hours of nonments |ike these
where we got all together, after hearing from--
testinmony fromthe public, which is what we're
hopi ng to acconplish today, and in the next few
days, to get feedback from comunity nenbers of
what they would like to see in terns of
representation over the next ten years, and so
that's why we are having this open dial ogue from
community nmenbers. That's why they are held

virtually so that it doesn't inhibit sonebody's
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ability to participate, even during a pandem c,

and that's also why we are having a nunber of
heari ngs, and as we have done in the past, and
what we're going to continue with this weekend,
not just in one |ocation, but throughout the
entire state, so we can hear all voices and have
feedback fromnultiple points to help effect
what the end result of a map woul d be for the
State of Illinois.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Can you gi ve
us a tinme period of when Illinois will be able
to see the adjusted map?

CHAl RVAN AQUINO. | can't provide you
an answer to that.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER:  The
| egi sl ation that passed, HB2777, contains 1200
pages, | believe, that was introduced not |ong
before we had to vote on it in commttee in the
m ddl e of the night the question when it was
introduced, with no tine for the advocates to
review this | egislation.

And | would just refer you to
when you tal k about hearing fromthe comunity

and the great effort you took this spring, and
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the great effort you' re undertaking this

weekend, and | hate to get ahead of ourselves,
M. Jay Young from Common Cause has been before
this commttee before and has witten testinony
subm tted today that says, once again,
Wi tnessing the process that is highly unlikely
to see much in the sense of true community
engagenent. That's what we are, out of the
forest, here over the next four days with a map
that you won't tell us when you're going to rol
it out, but I assunme it's going to be sonetine
| ate on Monday or early Tuesday norni ng.

CHAIl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ: M. Chair --
Chair Aquino, | just want to pretty nuch -- I'm
i n support of what you have relayed. It's right
now currently accunul ating the data. Prior, we
had to neet a deadline, we net the deadline, we
collected the data, we are looking sinply to
i ntake all the feedback.

This is extrenely helpful. And |
do have a question for you, Roberto, in ternms of
t he percentage of threshold, the Latino
percentage threshold, what are you -- what is

that? Wat are you | ooking for that threshold
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nunber to be?

MR. ROBERTO VALDEZ: Well, | think --
t hank you, Chair Hernandez, for the question.

I think our Latino community in
the State of Illinois is very, obviously,
diverse in itself, and | say that because, for
exanpl e, the voting age population in the north
si de where you see a heavier concentration of
Puerto Rican, the Puerto Ri can community, and
because of their status, then that percentage
really can hold -- the percentage can be | ower,
55 to 60 percent voting age popul ation.

But then in the -- and | know |I'm
preaching to the choir here, the southwest side
of Chicago where you do have a -- naybe a | arger
undocunent ed popul ation, the threshold needs to
be a little higher, so there isn't one set
nunber that | can give you, but it would be
fair to say around 60 percent voting age
popul ati on.

CHAIl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ: | just needed
some help there. So thank you.

MR, ROBERTO VALDEZ: Thank you, Chair.

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO. Thank you, Madam
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Chair. Seeing no further hands being raised in

person and virtually, we will nove on. So thank
you for your info and the Latino Policy Forum

W'l | be noving next wth our
good friends at the Illinois MuslimdGivic
Coalition, Dr. Dilara Sayeed, Safaa Zarzour
Reena Kanr an, and Ahned Ali Taha.

Dr. Sayeed, there should be a
button in front of you, when it's red, it
indicates that it's on, so feel free to begin
your testinony.

DR. DI LARA SAYEED:. Good afternoon,
Chai rnan. Good afternoon, Senators, Senator
Representatives. Thank you for holding a
nmeeting and listening to the conmmunities and the
activists, and to honor, as this is said over
and over again, the great diversity of our
state.

W would Iike to begin with just
an introduction of ourselves. M nane is
Dr. Dilara Sayeed, and ny col | eague, Reenm
Kanr an have been -- are cofounders of the
coalition, and we are also joined via Zoomby a

| eader from Chanpaign, Illinois, and a | eader
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from sout hwest Cook County, Illinois.

The I'llinois MuslimGC vic
Coalition works in 10 different counties across
the state. Again, you' ve heard our testinony
before, sharing the diversity of the state
i ncl udes a great diversity of race, faith,
geogr aphy, political ideology, and all other
backgr ounds.

W' ve been working with you all
in sharing not only the data that we have access
to, but also the people that we've been worKking
with, our allies, the Latino Policy Forum at
UCCRO, at Conmmpbn Cause, CHANGE Illinois, and al
of the local community organizations.

There are 150 different partners
and allies across the state. And | think today
what you're going to get is a synopsis of sone
of the data that we presented before, but nostly
al so new census data and how t hat has
acknow edged sone of the things that we've been
saying all along over the last six nonths.

I f you remenber on June 30, we
had a -- do you have the presentation in front

of you? On June 30 we rel eased a statenent, and
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we asked you to please reconsider the maps once

census data was avail able. W asked you to

i ncorporate all data avail abl e, because census
data al one, ACS data al one, any data al one does
not, again, identify and honor the great

di versity of our state, and we are to nmake very
nmonunent al decisions of redistricting, a

once-i n-a-decade deci si on.

We al so shared stories of
oursel ves. The photo that you see include the
triplets that | ooked |ike young boys before and
just this week those triplets went to U of |
Chanpai gn and started their education. Another
generation of our famly in the state. That
also includes ny little one, named Aya, at the
center of that photo. And it includes photos of
II'linois Muslins all across the state.

One of the first things we'd |ike
to show you, courtesy of the Chicago Lawyers
Committee on Civil Rights and our friend Am
Gandhi and others on their team popul ation
change according to the 2020 census. \Wat we
woul d I'i ke you to note the I ate changes that you

will see and the increase in the Latinx
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conmunity, in the Asian communities, and in

conmunities where residents identify as
multiracial. This is a significant change.

We'd also |ike you to acknow edge
and understand that we have seen a snal
popul ati on decrease by the African-Anerican
comunities. The Black population in and of
itself has not changed a whole lot if you
i ncl ude African immgrants, African-Anerican,
and all communities that may identify as Bl ack.

And M ddl e Easterners still count
as white, so we didn't do good by themin the
2020 census. W will tune that in 2030, and the
data we'll provide will also help you
understand -- the data we provide will also help
you understand that there's other data besides
the census that can help us understand the Arab
and the M ddl e Eastern residents and where they
are and how they live.

Basically, all of this data shows
that nore equitable representation is necessary.
Strong data will continue to be released by the
census, but to know the next |evel of

denogr aphi cs based on ethnicity has not been
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released and will be rel eased soon. W urge you
to wait for that. |If you choose not to wait for

that, we urge you to continue to use comunity
organi zations |like ours to provide you with nore
informati on so that you can be as accurate as
possi bl e.

Those who identify as Muslimare
at an intersection. W are of all different
races, all different backgrounds, but
predom nantly in Illinois African-Anerican,
Asian, Mddle Eastern, Latinx, African
immgrants, and Wite.

Qur ask today is again, as we
have asked before, do not push to 2030 to
provi de representation to communities who have
zero or mninmal representation right now This
does not honor the great diversity of the State
of Illinois.

| our second ask is to recognize
that Arab conmmunities right nowin the census
are identified as Wite. Inaccurate. And it
does i npact the data.

And our ask nunber three, ensure

2021 maps reflect the diversity of race,
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ethnicity, and faiths across Illinois.

| think Roberto of the Latino
Policy Forumsaid it excellently, to hear all of
us, community activists that have worked
t oget her supporting each other. None of us want
one of our communities to wn while all of our
conmmunities collectively lose. W work
together. W built a unity map. We worked
t oget her in supporting each other through this
pr ocess.

W would like to talk to you
about one such county where there's been a great
change and so that you can hear from one of our
partners in that county. Chanpai gn County
popul ati on change has been significant. The
Asi an community has increased in Chanpai gn of
73 percent.

The African-Anmerican and Bl ack
popul ati ons have increased from25 percent. The
Latinx popul ati on has increased by 51 percent.
Chanpai gn deserves to have representation that
is equitable to those popul ati ons.

| would like to introduce

Dr. Ahnmed Taha of Chanpaign to tal k about the
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Chanpai gn County. W also would like to

address -- direct you to the next set of naps of
the six county maps that we created that allow
for influence districts fromour community.
| nfl uence districts where our comunities can
conme together, communities of color and
communities of certain issues and vote, and have
representation.
Dr. Taha?

DR. AHMED TAHA: Thank you so nuch,
Dr. Dilara, for inviting ne to share ny thoughts
on Chanpaign County a little bit as part of the
I1linois comm ssion.

My nane is Ahned Taha. | have

been living in Chanpaign County for the |ast
16 years conming fromChicago. And |I'm part of
the community, in the Muslimcomunity in
Chanpai gn, so this give ne a good perception
about the fabric of the community. And our
community is mainly student -- a college town,
but has been in the | ast years grow ng as
busi nesses as well as professionals, so we have
nost of our Miuslimconmunity either first

generation or second generation famlies. W
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have a | ot of converts from Afri can- Aneri can

background, from African background, and from
the White American, fromthe Latino background,
and we have the children of the inmm grant
Muslims, and we have a | ot of international
students fromover 50 countries all over the
world comng to you, Uof | is one of the
prestigi ous teaching and research universities,
and this makes our community a very diverse
conmuni ty.

Di verse fromthe age; children,
grade schools, college students, and adults and
diverse as ethnicity; adults, the Asians, and
Africans and African Americans, Wite, and
Latinos and the big spectrum of diversity, and
as one in diversity, education and the class.
And because of the -- we are a college town, we
have a big -- the largest -- fromuniversity
prof essors and researchers, and graduate
students, and in addition to businessnen in
addition to enpl oyees, and going all the way to
the factory workers and the -- we have a nunber
of the Muslimconmunity, local Mislimcommunity,

i n Chanpai gn, U bana and Chanpaign, it's around
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3,000 -- over 3,000 Muslimresidents with nore

than 2,000 of the Muslimstudents at U of | from
all of these countries, and this nmeans actually
t he change fromthe 2021 census reports, the big
growh -- a considerable growmh in the
popul ati on of Asians, Black, Latinos,
multiracials by a big nunber, that there's three
digits, that deserves relevant state
representation in our rather diverse community.
Thank you so nuch for inviting ne for testinony.
DR. DI LARA SAYEED:. Thank you,

Dr. Taha.

Senator Barickman, | believe this
I's your area, and you understand we are | ooking
for a growh in Illinois'" nunbers. The best
universities are right here, and that's a
gateway to growth, because when peopl e cone
here, they go to school, and in this case they
are comng from50 different countries across
the world. You get the best and the brightest
in lllinois schools, and you want to keep them
So we shoul d be increasing that gateway, naking
them feel that they belong here, that this is

home and they are represented.
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W say the sane thing about

McLean Illinois. You know that Bl oom ngton and
Normal Illinois is the first place that ny
father-in-law cane in the 1950s and '60s, wth a
better job at 1SU.  And 60 years |ater there are
four generations of our famly.

Today that county is seeing a
rejuvenation with the Rivian conpany that has
conme here and people who are comng from al
over the country to work here and fromall over
the world to work here; another chance for us to
bring in the best and the brightest in the state
of Illinois. Many of these best and the
bri ghtest are people of color. Many of them
cone fromthe backgrounds that identify as
Muslim South Asian, M ddle Eastern, Arab,
Latinx, African inmmgrant, and African
Aneri cans.

This is not redistricting for
t hose people who just |live here. W are
redistricting for the next decade of our state.
It's just smart to understand who is in the
state now, who else we want in the state, and

how we can nake sure that we get the best and
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the brightest and honor the great diversity of

[11inois.
Anot her county that has seen

i ncredi bl e grow h; but unfortunately, because
again, the Arab Anerican conmmunity is counted as
white, you wouldn't notice that they were here
on any census track, is southwest Cook. And I
woul d like to introduce Safaa Zarzour is both a
| awyer, a comunity activist, a conmunity
| eader, and one of -- the president of several
| arge organi zati on across our community. Saf aa.

MR, SAFAA ZARZOUR: Yes, thank you
Dr. Sayeed for the invitation to address the
commttee, and thank you for the conmttee to
allow ne ny testinony. |'mgrateful for that.

As was nentioned, ny nane is

Safaa Zarzour. | ama long-tine resident of
sout hwest Cook. | lived in the Bridgeview,
Chicago Ridge area for the last 30 years. | am

t he superintendent of Universal School | ocated
in Bridgeview, one of the |argest Islamc
schools in the nation. |1'malso an attorney. |
speci alize in nmunicipal and non-profit [aw, so

|"minvolved in quite a few non-profit
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organi zations. | happen to be the president of

the Islamc Society of North America, one of the
| argest Islamc organizations in the nation.

" malso a board nenber of the Illinois Miuslim
Coal i ti on.

As Dr. Sayeed nentioned several
times in her testinony that the Arab popul ati on
is currently counted as white in the census.

But in reality what happens is that the Arab
popul ation is distinctly viewed and treated as a
mnority. So what happens, then, is that it's
really alnost like a tragic situation where you
have all the di sadvantages of being a mnority
but none of the renedies that the | aw has
afforded mnorities to create equity. As a
result, there's a very |large and grow ng
popul ati on of Arabs and M ddl e Easterners and
North Africans in the southwest of Cook County
that really goes unrepresented. And what we are
saying is that, though as Dr. Sayeed had
nmentioned, there is great efforts to try to nake
sure that in the 2030 census that M ddle
Easterners and North Africans woul d be

identified as a distinct group, but until then
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we have enough tools and enough ways to be able

to identify this population so it can have
representation. Because the fact is today,
there's next to zero, in fact, on the state
level, | believe there's zero representation of
Arab Anmerican and Eastern popul ations. And very
very, very mniml on the |local |evel. I,
nmysel f, have served on the park district as well
as the School District 229 in ny locality, but I
amtotally the exception.

We are | ooking for a fairer
representation for the Arab population. And it
IS so we can bring the best out of this
community in serving the larger society, in
serving all of us, and there's a |lot of talent,
there's a lot of potential there that remains
unt apped because of the |ack of representation.

The map that has been presented
iIs one that | encourage the legislators to
consider; and again, the fact that in particular
the Arab and M ddl e Eastern popul ation is not
identified distinctly does not at all nean that
we cannot and do not have ways to enabl e the

conmmunity to have representations in the new
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redistricting and that's what we are asking. |

t hank you for your tine.
Dr. Dilara SAYEED:. Thank you, Safaa.

The | ast piece of the green nmap
that you will see on the screen that we wanted
to share with you, nuch of what we tal ked about
today in the data that we showed is reflected in
the unity map that we created with the Latinx
comuni ties, African-American communities, Asian
communi ties and Jewi sh communities. W are
col l aborators on this. It is the best of what
our conmunities can do together, when we
col | aborate and work together.

This map will be up updated and
UCCRO wil | be submtting a new map. We just
needed a little bit nore tinme to make sure that
our map correctly reflected the information that
we were able to glean fromthe census
information that was reveal ed.

Again, we stress that the
second- 1| evel census data; for exanple, | was
able to put Asian, but there was a subcategory
on the census that allowed ne to put Hindi,

which is ny ethnic background. That data has
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not been reveal ed yet. Those who identify as

White had an opportunity to then put their
ethnicity, that they were Jordani an, that had
only the choice of Wiite, they could still put
their ethnicity. |If they were Irish and Wite,
they could put that ethnicity. That data has
not been reveal ed, and we urge you, again, to
access that data for nore accurate census and
redi stricting.

The | ast set of maps on the
presentation that you've been provided have
ot her datasets that you can use; one, is a list
of all houses of worship and conmunity centers
that identify as Muslimregardl ess of different
backgr ounds.

Anot her one, a Googl e maps of
restaurants, butcher shops, and organi zations
and restaurants -- organi zati ons and busi nesses
t hat have certain tag words that we think you
shoul d know about .

And all in all, we believe that
this information, along with our unity map,
along with our individual influence districts

map should help you listen, hear, and see
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comunities that are an integral part of our

state and communities that shoul d have
representation. Thank you for your tinme. W
are available if you have any questions.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NGO Thank you. | don't
see any hands up virtually. (Audio distortion.)
Representative Butl er.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Thank you,

M. Chairman. | just have to say, again, say
thank you to the Illinois Muslins Civic
Coalition, and it's so nice to see Dr. Sayeed
right here in person instead of over Zoom as we
saw you |l ast spring, and your organi zation -- |
nmean, has done such a trenendous job throughout
the state. And telling this -- these conmttees
what you want, and it's just -- it's been so
inpressive to see it across the state and the
data that you bring forward is great. And |
just -- do you feel through this process that
your views were reflected -- your thoughts were
reflected in the maps that were passed in My?

DR. DI LARA SAYEED. W do not.

O herw se, ny testinony woul d have been about

Si X mnutes shorter.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

08/ 26/ 2021

Page 97
REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Thank you.

DR. DI LARA SAYEED. But we do find it
encouragi ng in the nunber of you that reached
out in the last three nonths to get briefings
fromour teamto gain a deeper understandi ng of
our conmunities. And hope is always sonething
that activists have to have in their hearts, in
their mnds, and on their feet.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Wel |, again,
|"'mso inpressed with what you all have done in
it.

As you laid out in your testinony
t oday and throughout the spring, the people that
you are advocating for are across the entire
state of Illinois, in ny conmunity and
everyone's comunity here. And again, |
appreci ate your testinony, and hopefully, as we
nove forward in whatever the process wll be,
that it wll be reflected and becones | aw under
t he new maps.

DR DI LARA SAYEED:. W agree. W
don't think it's just the right thing to do. W
think it's the smart thing to do for Illinois.

And we encourage any of you that haven't had a
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briefing fromus to reach out. W' d be happy to

get to know you better and be briefed.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank vyou.
Representati ve Demmer. Denonstrate m sdeneanor

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER: Thank vyou,

M. Chair. And this is directed to either of
the two co-chairs.

W heard in this presentation a
request to incorporate other types of data
beyond the census data. And so ny question for
you is, as you are drawi ng these new maps t hat
we'll be voting on on Tuesday, what data sources
are you using? Anybody?

CHAIl RVAN AQUINO.  Sorry. Dr. Sayeed,
the data that you had nentioned earlier, would
be available in March of 2022; is that correct?

DR. DI LARA SAYEED: (lnaudible) -- in
t he next nonth.

W, again, encourage you to use
as much access to different datasets as
possi bl e, but our understanding is |late
Sept enber nore census data will be rel eased and
we W ll continue to rel ease our data.

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Representative
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Demmer, you wanted to ask a question?

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER:  Yes, what
datasets, and either to you, M. Chair, or to
Chai rwoman Her nandez, what datasets are you
using to draw the maps that we'll vote on on
Tuesday?

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO  The census data that
has been provided that we -- the current data --
t he nost accurate data that we have available to
us.

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER:. Only the
census data or is there other data that you're
I ncor porati ng?

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO. Datas that are
avail able -- you know, all datas that are
avail abl e that are nost accurate that we have
avai | abl e.

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER: That doesn't
really answer the question at all.

' m aski ng about, specifically,
what data are you using? |Is it exclusively
census data, or are there other data sources?

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO  Just census.

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER:  But what ot her

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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i ndi cators are you using? Wat data sources are

you using in their entirety?

CHAl RVAN AQUINO. W don't have an
answer for you on that one right now.

CHAl RWMOVAN HERNANDEZ:  And Leader
Demmer, | would just say the sane. Al | know,
currently, is with new census -- wth the census
data now coming in, that is what's being | ooked
on -- at. But in addition, it's the
testinonies -- we get to hear out the public,
and the testinmony right nowthis is helpful. |
mean, this, again, would be | ooked at and
potentially be incorporated as well.

So all | know, currently, is
census data is being | ooked at and obvi ously,
the hearings is also what we are |l ooking at to
try to finalize the map.

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER:  And who is
actually drawing this new map that we are going
to vote on on Tuesday?

CHAIl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ: The experts --
that's --

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER: Who are they?

CHAIl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ: The experts who

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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has been working on the maps as far as |I'm--

that | know of.

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER:  Coul d you tell
us who those experts are?

CHAIl RAMOVAN HERNANDEZ:  No.

CHAI RMVAN AQUI NG (Audi o distortion)
Hernandez -- we're not part of that. W don't
have an answer because we don't know.

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER:  You don't know
who's draw ng the maps that you wll --

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO: W don't have nanes
to provide to you at the nonent. W do not have
a nane to provide to you, Representative Demer.

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER.  As Chai r worman
Her nandez i ndi cated, these are the sanme people
t hat have been working on it for a | onger period
of time. Surely, you know their nanes, if
t hey' ve been working on it for a |long period of
tinme.

CHAIl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ: Ckay. Then
t hat nmeans that you know them Tom --
Representative Demmer. Please don't --

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER: | don't. Your

maps have been drawn in secret.
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CHAIl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ: | don't have
that information with ne. | can get it. Ckay.

So we can try to get that for you, but | don't
have it with ne.

REPRESENTATI VE DEMVER:  Thank you.
And | think this just illustrates part of the
frustration that |I'msure many of the w tnesses
feel today, which is they are presenting
information to | egislators who will presumably
be the sponsors of these |legislative nmaps, yet
t hose sane legislators are indicating they don't
know who's drawi ng the maps. So how in the
world testinony that's given today to you ends
up in the hands of sonmeone who you don't even
know who's drawi ng those maps, | think just
defies any kind of understandi ng by people who
have testified in the spring hearings, or again
at today's hearing, or the fellow | egislators on
this conmttee.

This lack of transparency is
astounding. The refusal to identify data
sources, the refusal to identify who is making
deci si ons about what data and how that data is

i ncorporated into these legislative maps is
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astounding. How in the world should anybody

testifying here today feel that their voice wll
be heard if you don't even know who is draw ng
the maps that they are trying to influence?

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Seeing no further
hands up -- (audio distortion). | would like to
thank the Illinois MuslimGC vic Coalition for
their testinony today and for their continued
hel p into process this entire year.

Anot her group that we have here
today is the United Congress of Community and
Rel i gi ous Organi zati ons, al so known as UCCRO.

W have M. Robin Hood who has signed up to
provi de testinony.

There's a button in front of you.
Once it turns red turns, you can feel free to
gi ve your testinony.

REVEREND ROBI N HOOD: Thank you for
allowng us this opportunity to fight for a fair
map in the state of Illinois. Again, for the
record, ny nane is Reverend Robin Hood. And I
am organi zed with United Congress of Conmunity
and Rel i gious Organi zation.

| cone here today because not
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only we are a nulti-ethnic, racial, and

religious organi zation, but we also are part of
t he broader coalition, as you renenber earlier
in the spring, we were hoping that we can get
together and get a fair map that would help in
particul arly people of color across the state,
so that we can have a fair map that everybody
can be happy about.

Wl l, that didn't happen then,
and we do understand there was sone pressing
things that was going on as it relates to timng
and waiting on census data; well, we got part of
t he census data now.

|'"'m here today to say we need
time to review whatever nmap that cones out.

Gve us tine, and | believe we need nore than
two weeks. | believe we need at | east 30 days
to review a map that can nmake every part of this
state, and particularly, in the places where
there are people of color, to have a say-so on
how t his map, because we're tal king about ten
years of people like that could possibly |ose
resources, that can possibly |ose opportunity to

vote for a legislator of their choice.
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So at this tinme, I"mgoing to ask

Chicago's Lawer's Commttee, Am Gandhi, to
cone in. She's on the line. She's going to
speak fromthis point.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank you.

M. Hood, if we could have Am
Gandhi provide testinony a little later. |
apol ogi ze. W have a separate group of our own,
and | only ask that because | was reached out by
Rabbi Shl ono Soroka if he can provide testinony
sooner because he has an engagenent to get to.

So if you don't mind, | can go to
the Rabbi first and then we go right to
Ms. Gandhi, if that's okay. Al right.

Rabbi Soroka, if you don't mnd
unnmut i ng yourself and providing the testinony.
Thank you.

RABBI SHLOMOD SOROKA:  Thank you,
Chai rman Aqui no and Chai rman Her nandez and al so
chai rpersons and those nenbers that are with us
today, and | appreciate this opportunity.

On behal f of the Orthodox Jew sh
community, | already have testified before both

Senate and House redistricting commttees at
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prior hearings asking that we be consolidated in

a single district to ensure this community of
interest has a strong political voice.

| al so shared our concerns that
our nei ghbor hood woul d be further divided
resulting in diluting our voice that essentially
render us politically irrel evant.

After the prelimnary maps were
rel eased in May, it appeared that our worst
fears would be realized. The foll ow ng
additional hearings that | testified at, sone
adj ustnents were made to acconmopdat e our needs
and for that we are deeply grateful.

The new maps, however, still
si phon off thousands of our conmmunity nenbers
fromthe 16th House District where nost of us
currently reside.

Today, | would |like to propose a
reasonabl e sol ution that addresses both our
i ssue and the need for adjustnents to be nade
based on our new census data.

The nost significant and
i mpactful difference between the 2011 adopt ed

maps and the enacted maps of 2021 is changes to
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the line that divides the 15th and 16t h House

Districts. The new line which runs straight
down Lincoln Avenue conpletely cuts off
approxi mately 500 househol ds or 3, 000-pl us
constituents fromthe rest of the community.

Were the prior lines to be
restored, hundreds of famlies would still
remain in the 15th House District, but at |east
we' d be hel d harmnl ess under the new maps.

It's ny understandi ng based on
t he new census data that the newy drawn 15th
House Districts exceeds the nmaxi mum popul ati on
by approximately 1.1 percent; and therefore, we
concede an area that contains approximtely
1.1 percent of its residents to a nei ghboring
district.

If the old line, which ran south
down Drake Avenue was to be restored, it appears
that it would both renedy the popul ation
deviation and hold ny conmunity harmess in this
pr ocess.

O | esser significance but stil
noteworthy, is a change on the northeastern

border between Evanston and the Gty of Chicago.
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There's a smal | geographic area of the Gty that

was formally part of the 16th House District and
8th Senate District which is now part of the

18th House District, which is Evanston, and the
9th Senate District under the 2021 enacted maps.

As | nentioned earlier, these
lines were already adjusted in response to a
request of our community and for that we are
t hankful . That being said, the proposal we
shared was not fully adopted. It would be
hel pful if that district line could be noved
over just one block to the east and to keep the
popul ati ons of each district the sane, the
sout hern border of the 18th House District and
9th Senate District which protrudes into the
Gty can be noved slightly south, and I think it
woul d sol ve everybody's i ssues.

To clearly illustrate what we are
requesting, | have submtted nmaps that
illustrate the changes that we are seeking,
including a map of the entire 16th House
District. These nmaps are based on current
census data and were created with the hel p of

mapmaker and friend Frank Cal abrese.
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I"mgoing to share a screen for a

nonent so you can see what |'mtal ki ng about.

So over here is a map of where we
would like to see the [ines drawn between the
15th and 16th House Districts. On the top
ri ght-hand corner is Lincoln Avenue where the
new | i nes under the 2021 maps, that's currently
where the border is, but the area that's purple
is heavily popul ated with nenbers of our
community, hundreds of famlies, and we would
like that ideally to be included in the 16th
House District.

There is a -- | can al so show you
a map of what the district would | ook |ike --
the entire 16th House District would | ook Iike
if we got -- and so this would be -- this is the
entire 16th House District that | submtted; but
again, it's only a slight adjustnent to account
for the new census data that would also -- not
only would it satisfy new requirenents of being
within the range of acceptability, but also
woul d ensure that our community woul d be held
har m ess.

And lastly, I will share one
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nore -- one nore map, which is the Evanston

border which | was referring to, and that's here
where currently the district |ine under the
proposed maps run down Washi ngton Avenue, which
is right over here. W would like to see it on
Rockwel I, and then it can go a little further
south and include the part, and that would al so
again satisfy the population requirenents as
well as be a little nore accomodating to the
conmuni ty.

So | just want to -- the maps |
submtted -- | want to be cl ear about sonething.
The maps that | submtted back in May remain the
i deal map for our community. But if only m nor
adjustnents will be made, | firmy believe that
adopting these maps is a reasonable and fair
expectation if this body truly believes in
pluralismand cares to accompbdate our
communi ties of interest.

To reiterate sonething that |
said before this body on prior occasions, we are
not asking a district to be drawn to elect an
Orthodox Jew. Qur goal is sinply to be

recogni zed as a community of interest and renain
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a significant constituency, albeit a mnority in

the district, so we continue to have effective
representation.

Over the last ten years our
community has significantly grown, as the new
census data will show, and we take our soci al
responsibility very seriously, and the
public-private partnershi ps we've devel oped have
proven beneficial to countless Illinoisans from
all ethnic, racial, and religious backgrounds.

But our growth and the success of
t hese partnerships were only possible because we
have been politically engaged and have had a
voice in state governnment. To allow that voice
to be di mnished would not only hurt us, but
woul d hurt the interest of the state.

To protect our voice in the
di verse communities that we live in the great
State of Illinois, | respectfully ask you to
adopt these proposals.

"' m happy to take any questions
at this point. And again, thank you for this
opportunity.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO:  (Audi o distortion.)
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Are there any questions for Rabbi Soroka? | do

not see any hands here present in the roomor
virtually.

Rabbi Soroka, thank you for
joining us this afternoon.

W w il go back, and Ms. Gandhi,
i f you can unnute yourself and begin your
testi nony. Go ahead.

M5. AM GANDHI: Thank you for the

opportunity to speak. |I'm Am Gandhi wth
Chi cago Lawers' Committee for Civil R ghts. |
| ead our organization's voting rights work in
I1linois and I ndiana, and Chicago Lawyers'
Committee as a non-profit, non-partisan |egal
organi zation has a history of representing Bl ack
conmunity organizations in redistricting
advocacy and litigation under the Federal Voting
Ri ghts Act and the Constitution.

We are very concerned about the
Ceneral Assenbly's rushed and excl usionary
process in adopting the maps earlier this year
and potentially revising the maps now.

Once agai n, hol di ng heari ngs

before releasing a proposed or draft map inposes
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significant challenges to Black and Brown

communities who are trying to work together
toward wi n-w n out cones.

In community foruns and during a
press conference just today, United Congress of
Communi ty and Religious Organi zations, Latino
Policy Forum and ot hers have pointed to the need
for at |east 30 days to provide input on
proposed state districts before they are
finalized and enacted. |In order to ensure
conpliance with state and federal voting rights
| aws and the abilities of conmunities of color
to elect the candi dates of their choice, these
bedrock | egal requirenents provide an inportant
safeguard to ensure a bare m ninmum of fair
representation, and especially if the General
Assenbly is to live up to its public comm tnent
to ensure that the people of Illinois have fair
and equal representation, it nust do nore than
just claimthat it has conplied with the | aw.

The district nmaps enacted on
June 4 failed to neet basic constitutional
requirements. You all have heard about that

with the pending court case and sone of the
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conversation today, there are nmultiple districts

that contain either too many or too few

resi dents, and nost concerningly, several of the
districts that are over -- that are the nost
over popul ated or in other words that dilute

i ndi vidual resident's representational power and
i nfluence, are actually districts in which Bl ack
comunity nmenbers constitute a majority or nere
maj ority.

Bl ack communiti es and ot her
communi ti es of color have | ong been nmarginalized
and excluded fromour political process for far
too long and face further marginalization
t hrough these redistricting events that have
happened in Illinois this year.

| know you all are famliar wth
the requirenents of the Federal Voting R ghts
Act as well, requiring that district |lines be
drawn in a way that does not dilute the vote of
Bl ack and other conmmunities of color, and it's
not enough in 2021 and in places |ike
communi ties |ike Chicago Cook County and
II'linois to point to el ectoral successes by

i ncunbents of color as necessarily being
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evidence that voters of color are able to el ect

the representatives of their choice.

In addition, the Illinois Voting
Ri ghts Act of 2011, the state law, explicitly
requires the General Assenbly to go beyond what
is required by federal law to create district
maps that afford conmmunities of color
representati onal power and influence, and the
enacted maps patently fail to do this.

W are hearing tine and tine
again, even in today's hearing, conmunities of
col ors thensel ves and oursel ves are saying | oud
and clear that we are unconfortable with this
redistricting process with this huge rush, with
this lack of transparency, and people do not
feel reassured that their rights are being
r espect ed.

W are concerned that the map
enacted earlier this year went farther than it
needed to in weakening nmajority -- mnority
districts and did not go far enough in
maximzing majority and mnority districts.

When the | egislature adjusts the

popul ati on nunbers in each district, now that
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you have the census data, we urge you all to

nore robustly protect mnority voting rights
t han what was done in May. W are deeply
concerned about that froma voting rights and
civil rights perspective.

| know that there was sone
intention stated to hear community input in
t hese series of hearings schedul ed on short
notice, but it's unreasonable to expect
communities of color to give input about
specific district lines and nei ghborhoods in a
vacuum wi t hout havi ng proposed maps to react to.

And without this basic
information that we all are hungry for, we don't
know i f conmunities of color will be able to
el ect candi dates of their choice in accordance
wi th | egal requirenents.

We know that Illinois is capable
of doing better to protect voting rights of
peopl e of color, and Illinois nust do better.
Thank you for your consideration.

CHAI RVAN AQUINO  (Audi o distortion.)
| just want to go back to

M. Robin Hood. If you have anything to add to
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your testinony before taking questions.

M. Robin Hood: | think it will be
w se and beneficial for the whole state to think
about the 30 days' wait to respond. | was
t hi nki ng about sone of the reading that | did
over the | ast couple of weeks and the disgust
t hat people are feeling about this process being
left out. So | think it would be wse for us to
wor k toget her on these maps so that we can nake
it fair for everybody in these communities of
color. Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN AQUI NG Thank you again for
allow ng (audio distortion).

Do we have questions fromthe
comuni ti es nenbers? Seeing no hands virtually
and seeing no hands in person. | thank you all
for your testinony.

W are going to be noving on to
Ms. Jean Sm lingCoyote. G ab a seat anywhere
you like. M. SmlingCoyote, there is a button
in front of you that wll indicate right here
that the light is on when it's red, just pull it
towards you and begi n your testinony.

MS. JEAN SM LI NGCOYOTE: | want
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redistricting to be led by a person with at

| east an M A in Ceography, Mapnmaking --
Cartography is entirely under the aegis of
CGeography. People with enough education in this
di scipline can take all the required factors
into account, and create district nmaps which
satisfy the legal requirenents of contiguity,
conpact ness, and certain provisions in the
Voting Rights Act.

Nei t her bi partisan, non-partisan,
nor i ndependent comm ssions guarantee their
| eadershi p by soneone with at least an MA in
CGeography. | have been saying this for years
and it's been ignored by both | egislative bodies
and mass nedi a.

Until legislative bodies require
redistricting to be led by people with at | east
an M A in Geography, testinony fromcomunities
of interest and pertinent boundaries is rarely
anything but a request to gerrymander the nap.
It's too early to get into these mappabl e data
el ements, though they are inportant to consi der.

| am attaching ny previous

testinony along with sone online comments |'ve
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made about redistricting.

It is way past tinme for both
these | egislative bodies and nass nedia to
openly discuss nmy call for redistricting
| eadershi p by soneone with at least an MA in
CGeogr aphy.

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank you for your
testi nony. Seeing no hands -- yes,
Represent ati ve Spain.

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN.  Thank you very
much, M. Chairman.

First of all, to the w tness,

t hank you for your testinony. And I'mglad to
hear this request. |I'mjust telling you, it's a
very appropriate one; and as | | ook at the maps
that were adopted, just using ny own |egislative
districting, I do not have an M A. in Geography,
so | may not be neeting the credential, but |

| ook at these maps and |'mthinking in ny many
exanpl es of why a community Toulon, which is in
my current legislative district, 1200 people in
Toulon, is being divided into one-third and
two-thirds without regard to any sort of

geogr aphi ¢ basi s.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

08/ 26/ 2021

Page 120
M5. JEAN SM LI NGCOYOTE: Do you m nd

if I take a | ook?
REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN.  Yeah, please

do. | don't know if you have a Master's Degree
in Geography -- just a BA. |I'mjust a poli sci
guy nysel f.

So thisis alittle comunity,
1200 peopl e that has been sliced and diced, and
wi thout really regard to any mmjor roads or
school s or any other |ocal nonunents, so it's a
good question, and | think we need sone
expertise in geography to hold communities of
Interests together or explain froma geographic
perspective, perhaps, beyond what you or | are
able to see here, what are the reasons for
splitting communities apart from one another.

And | believe M. Chairmn and
Madam Chair, where it would be useful when we
cone in on Tuesday next week to vote on maps if
we can understand from each district what are
sone of the communities of interest, mnunicipal
boundari es, or other of these features that have
been split apart and for what reason they have

been split apart, because sonetines whet her you
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have a Master's Degree in Geography or not, it's

not readily apparent.

M5. JEAN SM LI NGCOYOTE: Can | conment
on Toul on?

Ckay. | woul d specul ate that the
reason that was split had nostly to do with
popul ati on, you know, getting -- you know, one
person, one vote. But as a general rule | would
say that jurisdictional boundaries, even if it's
not an incorporated comunity, should be
recogni zed and respected as nuch as possible as
a community of interest, and that | ooks |ike a
small town there.

This is probably the sane
situation as -- | think there's a town called
West bridge that's divided between Al berta and
Saskat chewan, Canada. | would say Toul on should
be in one district.

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN.  And | would
assune that you're correct, M. SmlingCoyote,
and | woul d have hoped that efforts for
popul ati on distribution may have been the basis
for sone of these decisions, but one of the

things that |1've been referring back to also is
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HR359, a resolution that was i ntroduced and

passed by Chair Roman Hernandez and each
district is given reference within this

resol ution, and there are unique characteristics
of each resolution, but in ny reading
popul ati on, we seemto have m ssed the nark.

"Il give you an exanple, and it may be ny
favorite one, on page 60 of the resolution,
Representative District E3 gained nore than one
t housand people, and as result, the proposed
district looks like this, this, and that.

When we actually received the
census, we were surprised to | earn that
Representative District E3 did not gain one
t housand nore people. In fact, it lost 16,000
peopl e from 2010 to 2020.

So popul ation seens to be a
little bit off, and | think that's why we've
asked the question tinme and tine again, what is
the data that will be used as for purposes of
Denocrats drawi ng the nap?

CHAI RMAN AQUI NG Thank you.
Representative Butler
REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Thank you,
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M. Chai r man.

And |'m al ways amazed by
Representative Spain and the things that he
brings up. And one of the things that he
brought up, | think, earlier this year, if |I'm
not m staken on the House Bill 2777, that
there's 52 counties -- 51, 52 counties in
I1linois out of about 102 that are cracked apart
under this map.

So | give you the exanpl e of
Menard County, Illinois, which is in ny current
district, where many of the comrunities in
Menard County, Athens and Petersburg, now run
all the way up to the Quad Cities, they're
basi cal | y suburbs of Springfield, but now they
are represented in seven districts and all of
Quad Cities.

And yet in the conmunity of Saint
Joe's, which straddl es the Menard -- excuse ne,
t he Mason broken county line, we continue to the
mark of that county line, splitting right down
the mddle of the cormmunity that is currently
under the current map, which was drawn by the

Denocrats ten years ago, we split a community of
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600 people between two | egislative districts,

because we respected the county line there, but
we don't respect county lines in nost other
pl aces.

And | | ooked at the district that
|"mdrawn into. It looks like a crab. It |ooks
i ke a stone crab when you |look at it.

M5. JEAN SM LI NGCOYOTE: | can conmment
on that.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Pl ease. o
ahead.

M5. JEAN SM LI NGCOYOTE: | woul d say
the general rule counties should be respected
agai nst communities of interest, partly
because -- nostly because when they were drawn,
lines were drawn so they that woul d be conpact
and conti guous.

And the sanme thing with community
areas in Chicago. But now you want to respect
the fact that counties should be, you know, kept
together as a community of interest -- comng up
wi th these maps, when you're | ooking at smaller
communities of interest, they probably should be

all owed to take precedence over a | arger
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comunity of interest. So that if you have a

town that for whatever reason, and they're al
good reasons, happens to be divided between two
counties now, you will put the town as a
community of interest above the counties that
it'"s in, as a conmunity of interest for trying
to keep it in a single district.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: | agree with
you, and especially for those of us in areas of
the state outside of the Chicago netropolitan
area. Miuch of our lives revolve around county
busi ness. It really does.

M5. JEAN SM LI NGCOYOTE:  Yeabh.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: And nany
people will refer to thenselves in what county
they live in.

You're exactly right. Counties
are conmunities of interest, and yet we have
seen this tinme and again, the majority splits
t hese counties for partisan political advantage.
And it's done for one reason and one reason
only, and it's unfortunate when people -- now
they've drawn into districts that are conpletely

flung across the state and not respect the
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current political boundaries that we have in the

State of Illinois that people are famliar wth.

So | appreciate your testinony
today, and | do not have a MA or a B.A in
CGeography. | ama political science major, like
Representative Spain, but | enjoy geography. So
t hank you.

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank you so nuch
for your testinony.

We have Jay Young representing
Common Cause Illinois. Unnute yourself and give
us your testinony. Thank you.

MR JAY YOUNG Thanks so nuch, Chair
Aqui no and Chair Hernandez. Good afternoon and
good afternoon to all the nmenbers of this
comm ttee.

Thank you once again for the
opportunity to submt testinony on the Illinois
redi stricting process.

As noted, ny nane is Jay Young.
"' mthe executive director of Common Cause
IIlinois. And |I've been before the Senate and
House Conmittees a nunber of tinmes so far this

year, but just to be clear, ny organi zation has
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been involved in this redistricting process for

quite sone tinme, including our conprehensive
efforts to maxi m ze the census 2020
participation in Illinois, to repeated
appear ances before these joint bodies.

And of course, | would be rem ss
if I did not also recognize the thousands of
actions that have been taken by our nenbers and
supporters across the state to advance the cause
of a fair process and a fair map.

So back on March 17, which
believe was the first hearing that the Senate
Redi stricting Commttee held, | appeared then
and was out on a bit of an island with ny
testinmony in urging the General Assenbly not to
draw any legislative districts using data from
the American Community Survey, because we knew
it would produce mal apportioned districts.

We urged also at that tine the
Ceneral Assenbly to nove the March 2022 primary
date to allow the maps based on the del ayed
census data to be vetted by the public,
including a | ot of the organizations we've heard

from t oday.
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And frankly, we begged the State

to |l everage the arny of trusted nessengers that
it had just built through the census outreach
process, particularly in our Black and Brown
communities to ensure that those fol ks had the
time and opportunity to fully participate in
this process.

Today, we return because the
districts were, in fact, mal apportioned, because
the rescheduled primary affords us the |uxury of
sone tinme and because we are, once again,

Wi tnessing a process that's unlikely to see nuch
in the sense of true comunity engagenent.

Since the very beginning of this
process, we've been guided by one principle.

Qur state governnent should be representative of
and reflective of the people that it serves.

And while it mght well be true that over the

| ast decade our state's legislative district
maps have produced an adm rably diverse pool of
| egislators, I"'mproud to live here in Illinois.
We can't confuse that systemthat allows
politicians to keep their thunbs on the scales

wi t h denocracy.
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Denocracy isn't found behind a

| ocked door or in a hearing with [ittle notice.
It's found in the streets. [It's found on the
doorsteps. As an organi zation, Conmon Cause
fundanental |y believes that a politician-created
map can never truly be a fair map because the
process itself relegates the public to passive
participants, but | can read a calendar. At
that point, we are not renewing a call for an

I ndependent conmm ssion to draw the new maps, nor
we are arguing that the mal apporti onnent of a
few districts sonehow triggers the so-called

bi parti san comm ssion that's described in the
state's constitution.

I nstead, we are asking you to
make what's |left of this process as transparent
and as inclusive as possible.

W ask that you set aside any
predeterm ned plans, that you listen to the
handful of community groups and nenbers who are
likely to participate in these hearings over the
next few days and val ue their discussions of
their own conmunities over your own self

i nt erests.
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And once again, we ask that you

engage those organi zations that know their own
nei ghbor hoods and know how to get people to
val ue and participate in a representative
denocr acy.

VWl l, we have the utnost respect
for the work of these communities and its
menbers, but let the record be clear, public
participation in the creation of this map, of
these maps, and |I'mincluding the Suprene Court
map in that as well, it's been perfunctory at
best. It's not that comunities and
organi zati ons across these states haven't wanted
a seat at this table, it's that this process has
been so opaque, they often didn't know they
could even pull up a chair. | can't tell you
t he nunber of neetings that |'ve been in where
people still want to tal k about how we can best
maxi m ze census participation when the maps are
al ready drawn. People don't know.

The w tnesses that are appearing
bef ore you today have been invited here to offer
testi nony on maps we haven't seen, changes or

tweaks to the maps that haven't been publicized.
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W don't knowif all of the districts wll be

redrawn to account for the undercounts,
particularly, as we heard about with respect to
the Latinx community that stemred fromthe use
of the ACS. W don't know if the community
menbers will have tinme to anal yze the changes to
their districts before the map i s approved, as
we've heard from several groups here today. W
don't know if there's going to be another round
of hearings that will allow you to |learn from
this insight. W don't know anythi ng about the
congressi onal nap.

It's our sincere hope that these
guestions wll be answered today and over the
next several days. W hope that information is
going to be wldly publicized through all the
outlets at the state's disposal. Y all have a
| ot nore resources than us non-profits.

If you decide to provide an
opportunity for public comrent on the actual
maps, those hearings nust be publicized and
noticed well in advance. Please listen to
UCCRO. Please listen to the Muslim G vic

Coalition. Listen to the Lawers' Commttee.
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Listen to the Latino Policy Forum and the

MALDEF pl ans. Those groups are working every
single day with your constituents, and they can
speak to how their comunities should be
reflected in the new maps.

Finally, you need to understand
that the groups that ny friends that have cone
before you today and our other partners were
only a fraction of the community voices,
conmmunity voi ces that nust be included in as
favorable of a map that we can get in this
process.

Look, I'mproud to say that over
the | ast several years Common Cause I|llinois
chaired the Just Denocracy Coalition, and |
hel ped to provide sone | eadership in the state's
non-parti san census coalition. | ran the policy
table. And I'msure a |lot of the fol ks who
appear before you today rolled their eyes when |
start tal king about census, nerd junk. But in
t hose capacities, | was able to partner wth,
train, and help facilitate programm ng and
outreach for comrunity groups that know their

communi ti es.
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| saw firsthand how i ncredibly

val uabl e their know edge of those |oca
communities are. | know how well they organi ze,
how wel | they engage. It's why we had the set
of best census response in the nation. Those
groups, the ones you funded are fountains of
know edge. And that know edge would greatly
informthe drawing of maps in our state. It
woul d hel p shape districts that conformthemto
t hose communities' needs to those comunities'

i nterest.

At a mninmm just go back to the
regional internediaries, get themto help you
target organizations that have the best handle
in their respective comrunities.

| want to break for a nonment from
nmy prepared remarks and just express a |ot of
appreciation for the presentation that you heard
fromthe NCSL; because if | didn't have to spend
so much tinme tal ki ng about over those 50-odd
heari ngs about why the ACS shouldn't have been
used, which you woul d have heard ne tal k about
was why differential privacy is going to pose a

potential threat to representation of
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har d-t o-count communiti es.

There was sone part of that
di scussion in the NCSL presentation. | inplore
you to go back to that presentation and | earn
nore. There's a lot at the national |evel, a
| ot of concern that how this census data wl|
play out, wll really overenphasize the
undercount of certain hard-to-count conmunities.
For exanple, | recall reading nonths ago a paper
by Dr. Bill O Hare tal king about a many-fold
under count that was going to be caused in kids
under the age of five; one of Illinois" biggest
HTC popul ati ons, that was caused just by the
i nclusion of the use of differential privacy.

We heard earlier in the staff
presentation about how t he nunber of fol ks who
responded White. They checked the box White on
there. | want to clarify a bit of that, because
that is part of a national trend.

Thi s census all owed people to
provi de different ways of describing their own
ethnicity. W heard fromthe MuslimGC vic
Coalition that everybody who checked the Wite

box or who thinks is White box may not be -- may
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not have the sane community of interest. Talk

to them Listen to them They can help you
understand their communities. Don't rely --

| ook, the census data is the best avail abl e
data; nmuch better, nmuch nore appropriate than
the ACS, but we knowit's going to be flawed.
We know when we finally get the undercount data
that this was a terrible, terrible tine to hold
a census, and we expect that the undercount is
going to | ook nmuch worse than we think it
already is. That's why |I'msaying, talk to the
peopl e that know their nei ghborhoods. Don't
rely on the fact that so far we el ected over the
| ast decade a pretty diverse-| ooki ng House and
Senat e.

Qur communities are changi ng, and
you need to talk to the peopl e who know what
t hat change | ooks |ike.

In closing, | hope this entire
process serves as a mnmuch-needed call to action
to fundanentally transformthe redistricting
process in Illinois.

On behal f of ny organi zati on, and

t he nenbers and supporters, 30, 000-strong across
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the state, as well as all of the resources | can

bring to bear fromny national organization, and
amllion and a half nenbers, we |ook forward to
working with the nenbers of this commttee, with
my friends, the community groups you heard from
here and others to reformthe process so that
future maps are generated out of a process that
is fair, that is open, and accessible to all.

Once again, | thank you for the
opportunity to testify today, and |I | ook forward
to answering any questions you m ght have.

CHAI RMVAN AQUI NG Thank you, M. Young
of Common Cause Illinois. Looking around in the
room here of our conmttee nenbers, any
guestions? No raised hands here in person, none
that | see virtually. Thank you, again.

Now we have Abigail C. N chols
to provide testinony, who is here wwth us, so
"Il et her come up -- that first chair there.
There's a button right in front that will -- if
you press that button, the mc should turn red,
and that'll indicate that it is on. There you
go. You can begi n whenever you feel.

M5. ABIGAIL C. NICHOLS: Good

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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afternoon. And thank you for this opportunity
to appear. | have learned -- ny nane is
Abigail. [I'ma resident of Streeterville.

I'"'ma 50-year nenber of Common
Cause and | was really pleased with M. Young's
t esti nony.

My own activities are nostly with
t he League of Wnen Voters and |'ve been
learning -- I've lived in Illinois two years.
|'ve been | earning about the structure of state
governnent through the League of Wnen Voters of
II'linois and the League of Wonen Voters of
Chi cago, but |'m here as an individual.

| certainly support the idea of
t he i ndependent comm ssion, and | would | ove a
pl edge to get that passed imediately in the
next session.

There's so many things in
Il1linois that are not happening. |'ve been
wor ki ng for CEJA, | worked on the fair tax, and
|'ve been tal king to people about redistricting;
any chance |I get; everywhere | go, bridge ganes,
| eague neetings, elevators in ny building. It's

hard to get people interested. They are feeling
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di scouraged. The stress of governnent under

underm nes our denocracy. W're part of a big
state that has to work together. | cannot
believe that all politics is local. W have a
presi dent, President Joe Biden, who is working
so hard to make us feel part of one country that
can work together and hold together. And I
think we play our part in whatever we're doing
in government. So | hope that we'll all work
together, not just for the good of Illinois but
for the good of our country.

|'ve heard so much today --
cone wwth a set of principles to conpact these
great communities of interest. But the
testinmony is wonderful for what | get to learn
about ny state and what the comunities of
interest are.

| identify with Streeterville,
but when | | ook at Assenbly District 26, State
Senate District 13 and U. S. Congressi onal
District Nunber 7, | don't know what that neans
as a community of interest.

| know you are pulled many ways,

and | thank you for your service in governnent
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as elected officials. | wish you well. You

have ny witten testinony which says nore, but
following M. Young, he expressed ny enotional
reaction to this whole process. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank you,

Ms. Nichols. Any questions fromthe Conmttee?

Seei ng no hands here present, and
seeing no hands virtually, | thank you for your
testinmony and for being here today.

| believe we have one | ast
w tness, a M. Frank Cal abrese. M. Cal abrese,
you reached out earlier. | just want to nake
sure that this hearing, just a remnder, is on
the General Assenbly legislative maps and its
testi nony based on the census. |If you are here
to discuss that, then absolutely. Please press
that button and it will turn your mc red and
feel free to begin your testinony.

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: (Audio
distortion) -- Today -- three maps -- the Board
of Review map is out of whack. | am working
under G F specs but with Chicago Latino caucus
t hey have sone concern with that.

| al so have a presentation
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submtted witten about the subcircuits of the

seat by presentation -- approaching to the Cook
County Board of Review, because that was passed
under the sane guise of legislative maps -- if
you don't m nd.

CHAI RVAN AQUINO  (Audi o
distortion) -- legislative maps but there wll
be an opportunity -- (audio distortion.)

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: So I'mgoing to
screen share. |I'mjust going to be junping to
the presentation. So |I'mgoing to be junping to
t he Cook County Board of Review, which is
Chi cago Latino caucus had concerns. Wen it was
drawn in May, it was in 43 percent Latino, and
in Cook County it nade we aware that Latinos are
now the |argest mnority that, how the three
districts are divided, it's under the Bl ack
maj ority group, a Wiite majority district, and
then there's a Latino plurality district. But
as you are probably well aware, Latino voting
rates are nuch | ower than other racial groups.

And so the Congress is interested
i n maki ng sonme m nor changes to the Cook County

Board of Review which would substantially
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i ncrease the possibility of electing a Latino

menber, and it should -- and then as | kind of
indicated on this map, and | also emailed the
shade file to the Conmttee, it's really around
edges. On the north side there is a | ot of
Wit e suburban communities that are added to the
1st District, which we believe would be nuch
better suited in the 2nd District al so including
areas |i ke around O Hare Airport as being the
south end of Des Plaines and Franklin Park,

their district share is largely outside the

di strict, and Hunmbol dt Park is excluded fromthe
1st District Board of Review. Also, there are a
| ot of Latino areas on the northwest side of

Chi cago map, which I've indicated on this map
that we would |ike to include.

On the southwest side there are
sone areas that are excluded, including
Marquette Park area, kind of the west end of the
18th Ward, and to even the popul ation we'd be
asking that (inaudible) township in the 19th
Ward be excluded fromthe First Board of Review
District.

| have also submitted in witing
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a presentation concerning about the Cook County
subcircuits, which for the first time will be
redistricted in 30 years. | encourage the

nmenbers to ook at that. Any questions?

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  Thank you,

M. Cal abrese. So you said -- the Latino caucus
inthe Gty; fair enough?

MR, FRANK CALABRESE: Correct.

CHAI RMVAN AQUI NG And they had nany
suggestions to -- changes to the legislative
maps.

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: Not essentially.
| amworking -- so individual Latino house
nmenbers have contacted ne about m nor changes,
but I have heard sonme opinion on the map, but
|"'mnot really going to share about. |'mhere
to tal k about the Cook County Board of Review
and making sure that Latino representation is on
the hearing before the Board, which you are
probably well aware that property tax rates for
(i naudi bl e) peopl e of Cook County.

CHAI RMVAN AQUI NGO Thank you. (Audio
di stortion.)

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Thank you,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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M. Chairman, M. Cal abrese (audi o distortion).

|'"'mglad you canme forward with this today. |
know we' re here on the 2020 census and the
Ceneral Assenbly redistricting map. But |I'm
| ooki ng at the debate -- the transcript of the
debate for -- on this Board of Review, and | had
asked Chair Hernandez about the Board of
Review -- | think it's three districts. Three
districts divided equally by population. Chair
Her nandez said 1.7 mllion each.

So what -- I'msorry, what was
the final nunbers on the three districts?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: So the final

nunbers -- so there's a -- the deviation is not

as high as in sone House districts. The

deviation was, | believe, wthin 40,000 each
way -- |'d have to check ny notes again, but --
(audio distortion) -- (simultaneous crosstalKk).

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER:  Agai n,
M. Chair, | want to follow up on sonething you
said as well as | think M. Cal abrese about,
basically, he said that he'll have the
opportunity to talk about this going forward, |

assune the Cook County -- | don't know if it's
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t he Board of Revi ew. | don't knowif it's the

Suprene Court maps that you are suggesting, or
if it's the congressional maps, | know during
the debate on this bill, we asked questions
about these nmaps, the non-Ilegislative naps,
because we basically heard nothing on those
during the hearings that we had in the spring,
and so | guess what is the intention of the
maj ority when it cones to any of these other
maps that have redistricted or may be
redistricted. Wat's the schedul e?

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO  What
Representative -- what | was referring to was
the subcircuit maps that M. Cal abrese had
indicated earlier, and so as we said earlier in
t he day, when asked, the special session that
was being called for next Tuesday by the Speaker
and President is on the General Assenbly maps
that as | knew until -- so what |'msaying is
t hat when we get to those ot her nmaps, including
the subcircuit maps, which | inmagi ne would be --
| don't know when that's going to be, but there
are going to be hearings on that. And when we

do have those hearings, M. Cal abrese and others
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are going to be invited to absol utely nake

comrent during those hearings.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER. Ckay. So
maybe they're going to be on subcircuits or
maybe Suprene Court maps or congressional maps
com ng down the pipe.

CHAI RVAN AQUINOG: | think just tine
and also to your -- you know, your side of the
aisle to certainly provide even a map of your
own by that point to any of those maps in the
future.

M. Cal abrese has put together a
map hinself. |'msure that you all wll m ght
be able to do sonething very simlar with their
groups as well. So | don't know when those
dates are going to be, but there aren't going to
be -- we're tracking as we have done with this
process, have you both in the hearing process.
There are going to be hearings, | would inagine,
at later dates for those maps.

REPRESENTATI VE BUTLER: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN AQUING M nority
Spokesper son Bari ckman.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Thank you,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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M. Chai r man.

| want to pick up on the comment
that you nade earlier here in regards to the
| egi sl ative maps. Your comment was that certain
house Denocratic nenbers -- |I'mnot sure if
they' re Latino-Latina nenbers or not, but
nmenbers have requested that you help with the
| egi sl ative nmaps.

Can you explain that to the
Commttee what that work is?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: It's very m nor
adj ustnents around borders and stuff -- just
stuff like that; but in terns of Chicago Gty
Council -- caucuses, their official stance on
state nmaps.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  But two weeks
you' re not here presenting what those proposed
changes are, so --

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: Correct.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  So where did you
take those requests fromthe House Denocratic
caucus nenbers and where did you convey those
requests for changes?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: | am not

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W N PP

ST R N N N e e e e e o i e e
A W N R O © 0 N O 00 M W N L O

08/ 26/ 2021

Page 147
involved in any way with the redistricting with

t he House Denocrats. People of individual
capacities call nme and | did populations on this
bl ock and that bl ock, stuff |ike that.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  You sai d that
peopl e were requesting that you help with, what
does that entail?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: Researching the
denogr aphi cs and population in certain
nei ghbor hoods.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  And where do you
provide -- who is the beneficiary of the
research that you are providing?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: Anyone that had
call ed me and asks specific questions.

SENATOR BARICKMAN:  So I'Il just ask
you here. | mean, have we received those
datasets and things that have been requested of
you by the House Denocrats so that we can and
the wi tnesses can see that? | nean, | --

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: | provided --
Rich MIler hired ne to generalize the House
District and that was provided on his website,

and that's -- that's -- | assune the caucus
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subscri bes to Capitol fax and can see that.

The deviations in your district,
| believe, are very insignificant. There are
significant deviations around Chi cago downt own
area and not in the Aurora area, but just
specifically to the 83rd District.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: | ' ve heard of
this -- the blog by M. MIler. But I'mhighly
interested in the work that you're doing for
i ndi vi dual nmenbers of the House of
Representatives, the Denocrats who have asked
for tweaks and nodifications to the existing
district. I'mjust trying to understand -- |
mean, if the result of that work isn't being
provided to the Commttee, it suggests -- are we
| eft to conclude that you provide that work --
you give it to the Menber and then the Menber --
and this is the suspicion that | think exists
with the many witnesses here, that the
i ndi vi dual | awrakers are the ones who are
actually redrawi ng these maps, and it sounds
fromyour testinony that they have asked for
your help for their efforts to do just that.

Dd Il -- is there a lack of understandi ng of
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what's occurring there?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: | really don't
understand the question. But again, | --

i ndi vi dual nenbers have asked about specific
nei ghbors and specific blocks, |I can help them
how many people live in a specific area. | do
not have access to the inner workings of what's
happening in the Denocratic process.

SENATCOR BARI CKMAN:  Are you aware of
whet her they are working on a map?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: Well, they're
having a redistricting hearing. That's what |'m
hearing, and they're going to be putting a map
t oget her.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Are they already
putting a map together?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: | do not have
access to that.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Have you seen a
map?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: No.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: Have you seen
pictures of a map?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: No, | have not

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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seen a map. |'mjust here to tal k about --

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: Have you heard
suggestions of how they are going to nodify the
map that exists currently today?

MR, FRANK CALABRESE: No.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  So what is the
nature of the tweaks that you were asked to help
obtain data for?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: Peopl e have
concerns about sone borders and | answer
guestions --

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  That's a very
concerning statenent. Al right. | nean, the
W t nesses that have appeared, and |I'm | ooki ng at
sone of them their testinony, their request of
the Coonmttee Chair, that they provide data and
| ots of input, questions that Representative
Denmmer raised earlier regardi ng what the purpose
of these commttees are, which was the
solicitation of input fromthe public, which
neither of the Commttee Chair nor the
Chai rwoman has been able to testify here to tell
us what will come of the testinony and the maps

that are produced. Because apparently, no one
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on this Commttee knows who is draw ng the maps.

And so I find your testinony unbelievably
interesting that individual nenbers are
contacting you, have concerns that they have
about the borders of their district, and it
fuels the suspicion that the public has that
what is actually occurring are nothing nore than
a kangaroo court and public hearings when, in
fact, Denocratic | awakers are draw ng the
districts behind closed doors with the [ ack of
regard for the input that's being laid by the
public, and your testinony clearly denonstrates
that that's, in fact, what's happened.
Do you know what the Denocrats

are doing in regards to naps?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: No.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Then how can you
di sagree with it?

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: Because --

CHAI RMAN AQUI NGO He keeps --

MR. FRANK CALABRESE: (Continuing.) --
believe ne, I'mjust proposing a map --

SENATOR BARI CKMAN: M. Chair, | think

Representati ve Demmer earlier raised a very
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I nportant question that does deserve an answer,

which is if your, in your opinion, Madam Chair,
are unable to tell the public, the w tnesses,
who is drawi ng these maps, then what is the

pur pose of obtaining fromthe w tnesses the
proposed maps that they have? Is it sinply so
that those maps can be entered into the record
and then ignored, just like they were in the My
-- earlier this year?

O is the intent to take those
proposal s and hand themto the unknown people
who are actually drawi ng the maps, which
Representative Butler says he saw was occurring
t oday?

"' mnot sure why all the -- you
know, crowd nodified and -- you know, area to
just tell people what's going on, so is there an
answer to all of that or no?

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  (Audi o distortion)
"1l try to answer.

We have since the beginning of
this year, in the spring, hundreds of hours of
testi nony that have been provided, of over 50, |

bel i eve, hearings that we took input.
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W also have a -- nmultiple, two

di fferent websites, one fromthe Denocrats --
one fromthe House side and one fromthe Senate
side that would allow for anyone in the state,
anyone on our board to provide an actual nap
that they -- or multiple maps, actually, that
they can provide and provide testinony that way
as well.

W are back here because we

passed a map that abided by our constitution,

very plainly. You all knowit. [It's June 30.
W got -- we need additional data of the census
because they -- it was nuch del ayed because of

t he past adm nistration and a gl obal pandem c
that we are currently still in, that del ayed
sone of that data. W got that now, and doi ng
sone analysis of that. There has been sone
suggestion that there should certainly be sone
tweaks to the maps that were voted into | aw back
in May.

That's why there was a speci al
session, as we said, has been public, that we
are going to have on Tuesday -- to get that

i nput fromcommunity nenbers.
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M. Cal abrese hinsel f has stated

here today that he has -- he's nmade maps. He's
actually showi ng the map here that he nmade -- or
rather earlier, | think he showed sone maps that
he desi gned hinself and submtted to those
websites. He's done that for the Cenera
Assenbly maps and | think other maps as well.
M. Cal abrese, if that's correct, and other
fol ks, including the Republican party can do the
sane thing, take that data and -- you know,
there was sone discussion earlier of why a
certain town in sonmeone's district was put a
certain way; well, then, hey, why not provide a
map on your side to tal k about the
representation that you all feel needs to be
reflected in the state.

| would say, as what we've been
saying for -- since the beginning of this year,
that we want to nmake sure that the outcone of
t he maps that we have are show ng the great
diversity throughout the entire State of
IIlinois. That's why we've done these hearings
virtually, to nmake sure that everybody has

access to them those that can cone here in
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person, great; those that cannot, that can do it

online, and represent coalitions and groups and
communi ties, they have that opportunity. That's
why we have gone throughout the entire state to
al so host these hearings in different parts so
that we are getting all different types of
perspectives here.

So to answer who is drawi ng the
map, the State of Illinois, we are going to be
voting on maps that are going to be influenced
by those that have gotten invol ved and t hose
that provided testinony here today, that have
provi ded testinony in over 50 hearings and
hundreds of hours of testinony, and the data
points that we've received fromthe census.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Let ne ask the
guestion this way, M. Chairnan.

For exanpl e, Rabbi Soroka
presented very conpelling testinony, and
provi ded a map, just per your request. W is
maki ng the decision as to whether that proposa
is incorporated in your map?

CHAI RMAN AQUI NGO  The General Assenbly

that's going to be voting on the map.
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SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  So ny question is,

that map that we all vote on, who is deciding
whet her Rabbi Soroka's proposal is included or
not ?

CHAl RVAN AQUI NO.  The Ceneral
Assenbl y.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  That answer
personally doesn't nake sense in the |egislative
process.

You' re going to put forward
| egislation, which is a map. And ny question
is, for all of these proposals fromthe public,
i ncluding the Rabbi's, soneone nust be
responsi ble for determ ning whether or not to
i ncl ude the proposals in the map the General
Assenbly ultimately votes on. W0 is naking
t hat deci si on?

CHAI RMAN AQUING (Audi o distortion.)

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  Who will be the
sponsor of the bill that you say we're going to
vote on next week?

CHAI RMAN AQUING | do not know.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  When wil | we know

who the sponsor is?
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CHAI RVAN AQUINO: | do not know.

SENATOR BARI CKMAN:  So we don't know
t he sponsor of a bill that doesn't exist, but
there's a map being drawn in the back roonf

CHAI RVAN AQUINO. | don't know what
map is in the back roomand whatnot. | don't
know about any of it. | haven't seen a map
nmyself, and I'mnot part of nmaking a map.
Represent ati ve Spain.

REPRESENTATI VE SPAIN.  Thank you.

| think the reason that this is
such a continued topic of frustration it is to
return for our work together in Springfield,
many questions were asked, of why |egislators,
menbers of this Commttee, we asked during joint
heari ngs, House hearings, Senate hearings, from
the floor of both chanbers, questions of the
sponsor; and as you have indicated, perhaps it's
the sponsor that is ultinmately accountable for
whi ch suggestions are incorporated in naps that
are presented and with a map.
| would say we -- | have an

expectation and a request, then, that sponsors

be prepared to earnestly answer questions that
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are inportant questions when we arrive in

Springfield on Tuesday.

I'"mlooking at a transcript from
May 28, a nenber of House was asked questions
regardi ng one of the maps that was passed, tel
me what data was used in the devel opnent of your
map. Was this map drawn with ACS? Was this map

drawn with election information? Response of

the legislation said, "I have told you before
and for the benefit of all ny colleagues, | did
not use the election information. | did not use

the ACS, because | did not draft the maps.”

That's the sponsor of the map
saying that in this case he did not draft the
map.

So the question remains, and it's
a key issue for nenbers of this conmttee and
nmenbers of the public to whomthey are sharing
information, and to whomis nmaking the ultimte
deci si ons about what feedback is incorporated
and what feedback is discarded. And so the
ability to collaborate and confer with one
another is infinitely hindered by the inability

by the majority to answer the question, who is
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maki ng these deci sions? Because fromny review

of all of the input that was given, the 50-plus
guestions you nentioned, the input was
di scar ded.

And so the advocates and the
nmenbers are asking, where is this information
actually being provided so that it can be put to
meani ngful use. That's a fair question.

CHAI RVAN AQUI NO.  The answer to the
guestion that was put first, which was if the
peopl e that are going to being sponsoring the
bills will be prepared to answer questions, |
woul d i magi ne that they wouldn't.

Where the information is going is
to the General Assenbly and to -- as | expl ai ned
earlier, there are a two separate websites, and
go to this Committee, that the majority party in
bot h House and Senate have set up so that we get
that point of input and it goes on the public
record. That's where that information is going.

Any further questions? Not hing.
Seeing no further -- thank you for your
testi nony, M. Cal abrese. W have no further

W tnhesses. |'mseeing no further questions.
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"Il nove on to now turning it back to Chair

Her nandez to adjourn the House Redistricting
Comm tt ee.

CHAIl RMOVAN HERNANDEZ:  Thank you,
Chai r Aqui no.

So with there being no further
busi ness, the Commttee wll stand at recess.
Thank you everybody for your tine.

CHAI RMAN AQUI NG There being no
further business to cone before the Committee,
this neeting of the Senate Redistricting
Comm ttee stands adjourned. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, at 4:15 p.m, the

joint House and Senate
Redi stricting Committee neeting

concl uded.)
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I, Carla P. Letellier, CSR, RPR, a
Certified Shorthand Reporter and Regi stered
Pr of essi onal Reporter of the State of Illinois,
CSR No. 084-003315, do hereby certify that |
reported in shorthand the proceedings had in the
aforesaid matter, and that the foregoing is a
true, conmplete and correct transcript of the
proceedi ngs had as appears from ny stenographic

notes so taken to the best of ny ability.

Condo P Ll

CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPORTER
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